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Abstract

The purpose is to investigate the changes that
have been taking place during the full-scale Rus-
sian invasion in the perceptions of Ukrainian soci-
ety about national symbols and may be of interest
in terms of assessing its psycho-emotional state,
prospects for further social development, preser-
vation, and restoration of citizens’ mental health
and personal growth. Methods. The dynamics
of Ukrainians’ symbolic representations have
been tracked in the course of monitoring, which
has been carried out since the 2000s under the
author’s leadership in all regions of the country,
except for the temporarily occupied territories,
since 2015. The monitoring is carried out through
mass surveys, based on a sample representing
the adult population of Ukraine aged 18 and old-
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AHoTanisa

MeTa - gociguTH Ti 3MiHH, 1[0 BifOYyBalOTh-
c BIPOJOBX IOBHOMACIITAGHOr0 pPOCIHCHKO-
ro BTOPTrHEHHA B YSIBJIEHHAX YKPaiHCBKOTO Cy-
CIIJIbCTBA NPO HaLliOHAJIbHI CUMBOJIU 1 MOXYThb
CTAaHOBUTH iHTepecC B acneKTi OLiHKU HOoTo Mcu-
X0eMOLiIiHOTO CTaHy, epCHeKTUB AAJIbIIOro Cy-
CHiJIBHOTO PO3BUTKY, 36epeKeHHs Ta BiZjHOBJIEH-
Hf MEHTA/JIbHOT0 3/I0pOB’S IPOMa/isiH, iXHbOIO
ocobucTicHoro 3poctaHHs. MeTogu. /[uHamika
CUMBOJIIYHUX VABJI€Hb YKpaiHLiB BijcTexyBa-
Jlach y mpolieci MOHITOPUHTY, SIKUU MOYMHAlO-
yu 3 2000-x poKiB 3/iMCHIOEThCS i KepiBHU-
IITBOM aBTOpa B yCiX perioHax jep:kaBH, 3 2015
POKY — KpiM THM4YacOBO OKyNOBaHUX TEPUTOPIH.
MOHITOpPHHT IPOBOAUTLCA 3a JOIIOMOIOI Maco-
BUX ONMUTYBaHb — 33 BUGIPKOIO, 1[0 peNpe3eHTYE
JopocJ/ie HaceJleHHs YKpaiHu BikoM Bij 18 pokiB
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er. About 1200 respondents were interviewed at
each monitoring stage. The list of symbolic objects
discussed in the article contained about 20 items.
Results. The first of the surveys conducted after
the full-scale Russian invasion showed that the
external armed aggression initially led to a reduc-
tion of the symbolic consciousness of Ukrainian
society to military-patriotic, mostly military con-
tent limited to the challenges of war. However, in
the third year of the full-scale war, reliable data
were obtained thatindicated the regeneration and
expanded reproduction of Ukrainians’ symbol-
ic consciousness. Along with an increased focus
on situationally determined military content, the
frequency of choosing symbols related to the ac-
tualization of historical memory and artistic and
aesthetic feelings of citizens has increased. Their
symbolic preferences have become not only more
unanimous but also much more diverse and rich-
er in content. Discussion and Conclusions. The
hypothesis that in the context of a full-scale Rus-
sian invasion, the leading role of Ukraine-centered
symbols in the symbolic preferences of Ukrainians
would further increase was fully confirmed. Other
hypotheses were also confirmed: the increase in
the number of national symbols in response to an
existential threat to the nation, the actualization
of the Ukrainian citizens’ historical memory as a
factor in the further transformation of their sym-
bolic representations, and the acquisition of tran-
sregional unity by the national symbolic space.
However, the confirmation of these hypotheses
has been delayed. Therefore, it is reasonable to
assume that the identified psychological effects
of reduction, regeneration, and expanded repro-
duction of symbolic consciousness may fit into
the more general hypothesis of simplification/
complication in the national community’s struc-
ture of perceptions about their nation’s symbols
in the face of events threatening its existence. It
also seems legitimate to assume that the observed
regeneration and expanded reproduction of sym-
bolic preferences indicate that Ukrainian citizens
are gradually recovering from the psychological
shock caused by the war, increasing their adaptive
potential and ability for post-traumatic growth.
The author considers the acquisition of transre-
gional unity a sign of a new quality of Ukrainians’
symbolic consciousness. However, this process is
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i ctapwe. Ha Ko>)kHOMy eTani MOHITOPUHIY OIU-
TaHo npu6au3Ho 1200 pecnoHgeHTiB. CIHCOK
CUMBOJIIYHUX 06'€KTIB, PO AKi HJeThCA B CTATTI,
MicTUB 6J1M3bKo 20 HaliMeHyBaHb. Pe3ysbTaTH.
[lepwe 3 onuTyBaHb, NPOBEAEHUX MiCJSA TIOBHO-
MaclITabHOTO POCiHCbKOTO BTOPTHEHHS, TOKa3a-
JIO, 1110 30BHIlIHA 30pOliHa arpecis criepiy noTAr-
Jia 3a c00010 peAyKIil0 CUMBOJIIYHOI CBi/JoMOCTi
YKpalHCBKOr'0 CycHiJibCTBa [0 BiMCbKOBO-Na-
TPIOTUYHOrO, NMepeBaXKHO MiJITaApHOr0 KOHTEH-
Ty, 06MeXKyBaHOT'0 BUKJIWKaMU BiliHU. [IpoTe Ha
TPeTbOMY pOLli MOBHOMAcCUITaOHOI BiMHU OTpHU-
MaHO JOCTOBIpHI JaHi, 0 CBi4YaTh PO perexHe-
paLi Ta po3uIMpeHe BiATBOPEHHA CUMBOJIIYHOI
cBifoMocTi ykpainuis. Ilopaz i3 nocueHHAM
OpieHTAlill HA CHTyaTUBHO 3yMOBJIEHUU MiJiTap-
HUH KOHTEHT 3pocJa YacToTa BUGOPY CUMBO.IIB,
NOB’sA3aHUX 3 aKTyaJli3alli€lo iCTOpUYHOI maM’sTi
Ta XyJOXHbO-eCTETUYHUX IOYYTTIB POMaJsH.
[xHi cumMBoiYHI MpedepeHwii cTaay He JUIIe Of-
HOCTaMHINIMMY, a U 3HAYHO Pi3HOMaHITHILIUMY,
3MiCTOBHO GaraTmiuMu. JAMCKyCisi i BUCHOBKM.
[ToBHOO Mipow HiATBepAKEHO TiloTe3y Mpo Te,
10 B YMOBaX MOBHOMACLITAaOHOr0 POCIHCbKOTO
BTOPTHEHHSI MaJio BiAGyTHCS MOAaJbllle yBUPa3-
HEHHS IPOBIJAHOI poJIi YKpAalHOLLEHTPOBAHUX CUM-
BOJIIB y CUMBOJIIYHUX npedepeHLisax yKpaiHIiB.
OTpuMasv niiTBepAKEHHS U iHIUI rinoTesu: Npo
36iJIblIIEHHS KiJIbKOCTI Hal[iOHAJIbHUX CUMBOJIIB Y
BiZiMOBiZib Ha eK3UCTEHLiNHY 3arpo3y JJis Halii,
PO aKTyaJsi3alio icTopuyHoi mam’siTi rpoMajisaH
YKpaiHu K YUHHHUK ToJajbinoi TpaHcopmarii
iXHIX CHMBOJIIYHUX YsIBJIeHb Ta PO HAGYTTs Ha-
LiOHAJIbHUM CUMBOJIIYHUM MIPOCTOPOM TpPaHCpe-
rioHa/sbHOI €4HOCTI. OHaK MigTBep/XKeHHS LUX
rirnores BUABUJIOCA BIICTPOYEHUM Y Yaci. 3 OIJid-
Jly Ha 1je 06IPYHTOBAHO NMPHUMYIIEHHS, 1110 BUSIB-
JieHi ncuxoJsioriyHi epekTH penykiii, pereHepa-
Uil Ta pO3WIKUpPEHOr0 BiATBOPEHHS CHMBOJIIYHOI
CBiZJOMOCTi, MOXXJIMBO, BKJIaZAlOTbCAd B OIJbII
3arajibHy TinoTe3y CHOPOIEeHHs/yCKIaJHEHHS
CTPYKTYpHA YABJIEHb HALiOHAJBbHOI CHIJIBHOTHU
PO CUMBOJIX CBOEI Hallil B yMOBax 3arpo3/IMBUX
A4 ii icHyBaHHA nogii. [[paBoMipHUMM BUJA€ETD-
€Al TAaKOX NPUITYCTUTH, L0 CIOCTEPEXKEeH] pereHe-
paLisg Ta po3mKpeHe BiATBOPEHHA CUMBOJIIYHUX
npedepeHniil cBiYaTh NPO MOCTYNOBUN BUXiJ
rpoMajisiH YKpaiHU 3i CIpUYMHEHOTO BiliHOIO
[ICUXOJIOTIYHOI'0 ULIOKY, IMiZiBUILEHHA IXHbOI'O
aJJallTUBHOTO MNOTeHLjia/y 1 34aTHOCTI A0 MOCT-
TPAaBMATUYHOTI'O 3pOCTAaHHA. K NIPUKMETY HOBOI
AKOCTI CMMBOJIIYHOI CBiZJOMOCTI yKpalHL{iB po3-
[JISHYTO HaOYyTTS Hel TpaHCperioHajJbHOI €-
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hampered by the territorial localization of histor-
ical memory:.

Keywords: symbolic consciousness,
Ukrainian-centered symbols, symbol prevalence,
object (content) saturation of symbolic space, his-
torical memory, mental health.

Introduction

In the national information space, it has
become an axiom that the full-scale Russian
invasion has fundamentally changed Ukrainian
society. However, there is still a lack of reliable
empirical evidence of the changes taking place
in the minds of Ukrainians. Studies of public
consciousness are mostly limited to probing public
opinion on issues such as citizens’ trust in their
army and government, their expectations for the
end of the war and their willingness to continue
bearing its burden, their belief in the Victory, and
their perception of the acceptability of certain
territorial concessions, etc. Despite the undoubted
importance of these studies, they usually do not
reach deeper layers of public consciousness,
which are not marked by such fluidity as public
opinion, situationally dependent on the course
of the war. Therefore, there is a need to identify
more stable shifts in public consciousness,
transformations of worldview, that would allow us
to assess the potential of their possible impact on
the current psycho-emotional state of society, as
well as on further social development, prospects
for personal growth, preservation and restoration
of Ukrainians’ mental health.

In our opinion, the worldview shifts in the
public consciousness are reflected, in particular,
by the dynamics of Ukrainian citizens’ perceptions
of national symbols discussed in this article. We
will proceed from the fact that these perceptions
represent the symbolic consciousness of society as
a special level of social consciousness, connected
not only with the citizens’ response to modern
challenges but also with the historical memory of
the nation, inspired by deep meanings and motives
that cannot be entirely rationalized or reduced to
utilitarian meanings (Sliusarevskyi, 2021a).

National symbols permeate most modern
societies, as D. Butz (2009) emphasized in his
thorough review article, noting, however, that
their influence has been examined by relatively
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HocTi. [IpoTe 1el npoliec rajbMye TepUTopiaib-
Ha JIOKaJTi3allisi icTopuyHoi mam’siTi.

Kiaw4oBi cjoBa: cuUMBOJIiYHA CBifjoMiCTb,
YKpAalHOLIEHTPOBaHi  CUMBOJIM, NOLIUPEHICTb
CUMBOJIIB, 06’€KTHA (3MicTOBa) HACUYEHICTh CUM-
BOJIIYHOTO MPOCTOPY, iCTOpUYHA MaM’'siTb, MEH-
TaJibHe 3/I0pOB’s.

Bctyn

Y HauioHasibHOMY iHpopMaLiiHOMY NpoCTOpi
CTaJI4, MOXKHa CKa3aTH, aKCiOMOK TBepJ»KeHHS,
10 TMOBHOMAacCIITabHe poOCilicbke BTOPrHEHH:
JOKOPIHHO 3MIHWJIO yKpaiHCbKe CYCHiJIbCTBO.
[IpoTte jmoci Gpakye JOCTOBIpHHUX eMIipUYHHUX
niTBEP/PKEHb THUX 3MiH, IO Bi/[0yBalOThCA Y
CBiOMOCTI yKpalHLiB. Jlocai»)KeHHA CyCIiJIbHOI
CBiIOMOCTI 0O6MEXYI0ThCs 3/€6iJbIIOTO 30H/Y-
BaHHAMHU T'POMa/iCbKOI JYMKU 3 TaKUX NUTaHb,
sIK JA0Bipa rpoMafisiH A0 CBOTO BilichbKa W KepiB-
HUITBA Jep>KaBH, IXHI OYiKyBaHHS LJ0/J0 3aBep-
LIeHHS BillHM i FOTOBHICTh HECTU U AaJli ii Tarap,
Bipa B [lepeMory Ta ysiBJIeHHs IPO AONYCTUMICTh
MeBHUX TEPUTOPiaZIbHUX NOCTYNOK Towlo. [lonpu
6e3yMOBHY BaXKJIUBICTh LUX JOCJi/P)KEHb BOHH,
O/IHAK, He CAralTh 3a3BHYall TIMOLIMX MIapiB
CYyCHIJIBHOI CBiZJOMOCTI, 1110 He MO3Ha4YeHi TaKOol
IJINHHICTIO, IK IPOMaZicbKa AYMKa, CUTYaTUBHO
3aJiexKHa Bifi mepebiry BitiHU. ToMy nocTae nortpe-
6a BUSIBJIEHHS GiJIbIII CTIHKUX 3pYIIEHb Y CYCHiJb-
Hill cBimomocTi, TpaHcdopMalliii cBiTOrIsIAHOTO
IJIaHy, 10 AaBajo 6 3MOrYy OLHUTH MOTEHLiasa
IXHbOTO MMOBIPHOTO BIUIMBY fIK Ha HUHIIIHIN
MCUXO0EMOLIMHUU CTaH CYCMJIbCTBA, TaK i Ha MO-
JaJblIUK CYCHIJIBHUMA PO3BUTOK, MePCIEeKTUBU
O0COOUCTICHOTO 3pOCTaHHS, 30epeXeHHs Ta Bij-
HOBJIEHHS] MEHTAJIbHOT'0 3/I0POB’sl yKpaiHLiB.

Ha nawm norsisf, CBiTOI/IAAHI 3pyLIEeHHS B Cy-
CHiJIbHIHM cBijoMOCTi Bijo6parkae, 30Kpema, 06ro-
BOpIOBaHa B Lil CTATTi AWHaMiKa ysaBJieHb I'PO-
MaZifAH YKpaiHu Npo HanioHanbHi cuMBoJM. [Ipu
bOMY 6YZeMO BUXOJUTHU 3 TOTO, 1110 3rajlaHi ysB-
JIEeHHSI penpe3eHTYITb CUMBOJIIYHY CBiJJOMICTb
CYCHiJIbCTBA SIK OCOOJIMBHUM piBeHb CYCIiJIbHOI
CBiJIOMOCTI, TOB’SI3aHUI He JIMLIe 3 pearyBaHHAM
rpoMa/isiH Ha Cy4acHi BUKJIMKY, a U 3 iICTOPUYHOIO
nmam’sITTIO Hallil, HaCHa>KeHU U IVIMOMHHHUMHU CMUC-
JlaMHU i MOTHMBaMH, Ki HEMO>KJIMBO IIOBHICTIO pa-
1ioHa/i3yBaTH abo 3BeCTU [10 YTUJIiTapHUX 3Ha-
yeHb (CirocapeBcbkui, 2021a).

HanionanbHi CMMBOJIM NPOHU3YIOTh 6isb-
WICTh CYy4YaCHUX CyCHiJIbCTB, HAroJIolyBaB V
CBOIM IpyHTOBHIM omgagoBi crarti D. Butz
(2009), 3ayBaxkuBIIH, TPOTE, 1[0 IXHLOMY BILJIUBY
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few scholars. His article was and probably still
is the most prominent scientific publication on
national symbols, outlining the problematic
and terminological field of relevant research.
We are referring, for example, to the term
“symbolic involvement,” which describes people’s
assessment of the significance of national symbols
and the ritual and ceremonial events intended to
honor them.

Drawing on the research of other authors
as well as his own, D. Butz stated that national
symbols, whose main function is to remind us
of the concepts and emotions associated with
our nation (Billig, 1995), have a unique impact
on mental and social processes, as they not only
reveal the general concept of “nation” but also
condense the knowledge, values, history, and
memories associated with it, and can trigger
unconscious and automatic reactions that reflect
the growth of national attachment, strengthening
the sense of group unity and cohesion. In addition,
it has been argued that the nation itself can be
transformed through the widespread influence of
national symbols.

D. Butz analyzed the problems of national
symbols mainly from the perspective of their
impact on national identity. Numerous empirical
proofs of this influence are provided. At the same
time, the author also considers the alternative
possibility, which is evidenced by empirical
evidence that symbolic involvement may be
a reflection rather than a cause of national
identification (Schatz & Lavine, 2007). Therefore,
we can conclude that there is probably a mutual
influence here. No wonder that national symbols
are often interpreted as symbols of national
identity.

D. Butz’s article contained seemingly obvious
but essential in the context of our research
methodological remarks, for example, about
taking into account the prevalence of national
symbols in a particular social environment. This
directly resonated with our research interest in
the prevalence of national symbols. Particularly
significant from the point of view of the research
hypotheses we intend to discuss are the empirical
evidence of the actualization of the connection
between the national identification growth
and manifestations of symbolic involvement
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NpUAIIAJIO yBary JOBOJII MaJso JOCHIAHUKIB. 1d
Horo ctaTTa 6ysna U, HaneBHe, 3aJIMIIAETHCS J10-
Ternep HAWIMOMITHIIIOW HAayKOBOK My6JIiKalli€ro
3 IWTaHb HaL[iOHAaJbHOI CUMBOJIIKHY, OKpEeCJIE
npo6JjieMHe K TepMiHOJIOTiYHE [0Jie BiANOBiA-
HUX JocJixeHb. MaeMo Ha yBasi, CKaxiMo,
TepMiH “cMMBOJIiYHA 3asydeHicTh”(symbolic
involvement), mo omnucye OLiHKY JIIOAbMH BaXK-
JIMBOCTI HalliOHaJIbHUX CUMBOJIIB I IPU3HAYEHUX
JJis IX MOIaHYBaHHSI PUTYyaJIbHO-I|epeMOHIiaJlb-
HMX 3aXO0/iB.

Cnuparouuch Ha JOCJIKEHHS K IHIIUX aB-
TOpIB, TakK i cBOI BjacHi, /l. ByTl, KOHCTaHTYBaB,
0 HalliOHAJIbHI CHMBOJIM, OCHOBHOIO QYHKIIIED
AKAX € HaraJlyBaHH{ IpO MOHATTA W eMolil,
noB’sizaHi 3i cBoero Haujiero (Billig, 1995), cnpas-
JIIIOTh YHIKaJIbHUM BIUIMB Ha ICUXIYHI Ta co-
LiaJIbHI IpoLecH, OCKIJIbKU He JIKlIe ONPUABHIO-
IOTb 3araJibHe MOHATTA “Halliss”, a i KOHAEHCYIOTb
acoliiioBaHi 3 Helo 3HaHH#, LIIHHOCTI, icTopito Ta
CIoraZiv, MOKyTb BUKJMKATH HECBIIOMi i aBToO-
MaTU4YHI peakiiii, 1[0 Bilo6paXkalOTh 3POCTAHHSA
HallioHa/IbHOI NMPUB’SI3aHOCTi, MOCUJIIOIOTH Bij-
YyTTs TI'PYNOBOI €QHOCTI Ta 3rypToBaHocTi. Jlo
TOTO K CTBepPAKYyBaJIoCH, L0 Hallid caMa Moxe
TpaHCcOpPMyBaTHCA yepe3 IHUPOKHUU BIJIMB Ha-
IIiOHaJIbHUX CUMBOJIIB.

[Ipo6siemu HanioHasbHOI cuMBoJiiku /[l. Byt
aHaJli3yBaB IlepeBaXKHO IiJ| KyTOM 30Dy ii BIVIUBY
Ha HauioHaJIbHY ifeHTUYHicTb. HaBegeHo 4uc-
JIEHHI eMIIipUYHI NigTBepAKeHHS bOTO BILJIMBY.
BojiHOYAC po3T/IAHYTO i, TAK 6 MOBUTH, aJbTeP-
HAaTHUBHY MOXJIMBICTb, AKY 3aCBIJYU/INA eMIipUY-
Hi laHi Ipo Te, 110 CUMBOJIIYHA 3aJIy4YEeHICTb MOXe
OyTH pajllie BiJo6pakeHHAM, HiXK TPUYUHOIO Ha-
ioHasnbHoOI ifeHTUdiKalil (Schatz, Lavine, 2007).
ToX MOXXHa BHCHYBaTH, L0 TyT, HAalleBHe, Mae€
Micie B3aeMOBILINB. | He JapeMHO HayioOHaJIbHI
CHMBOJIYA HEePiJKO BJACHE 1 TIyMa4yaThb 1K CUMBO-
JIM HalliOHaJIbHOI iIeHTUYHOCTI.

Y crarTti D. Butz (2009) nojaHo, 3/aBajioch
06U, i 0OYeBH/IHI, ajle CyTTEBI B KOHTEKCTI HAIIUX
JOCJIiKeHb MEeTOA,0JIOTIYHI 3ayBary, HalpyKJaf,
1100 BpaxyBaHHs MOLIMPEHOCTI HalioOHaJbHUX
CAMBOJIIB y KOHKPETHOMY COLjiaJIbHOMY cepe-
noBuili. lle 6e3mocepeAHbO MeperyKyBaJiocs
3 HallMM HAayKOBUM IHTepecoM caMe [0 IOLIU-
peHocTi HanioHaJbHOI CHUMBOJIiKK. OcCo6JMBO
K ICTOTHMMHU 3 TOYKHU 30pYy BHUCYHEHHA TriloTes
JOCJIPKeHHd, PO fIKe MU MAaEMO HaMip BeCTHU
MOBY, BUJAIOTHCA eMIIipUYHI NiATBepKeHHA aK-
Tyasisalii 3B’3Ky MiX 3pOCTaHHSIM HallioOHaJlb-
Hoi imeHTudikalil Ta nposiBaMU CUMBOJIIYHOI
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(Johnson, 1997; Reykowski, 1997) as well as the
increase in the number of national symbols and
the strengthening of psychological attachment
to them (Greenberg et al, 1997) in response
to events threatening the nation (wars, natural
disasters, etc.).

Summarizing the review results, D. Butz wrote
that the studies of national symbols at the time,
although an important step forward, reflected only
the “tip of the iceberg,” in particular because they
focused mainly on one of the most visible symbols
- national flags. It is hard to disagree with the
statement. Occasionally, however, there have been
publications devoted to other symbolic objects,
such as national anthems (Cerulo, 1989) or the
visual representation of the dragon as the national
symbol of China (Sleeboom, 2002). However, in
general, an obvious drawback of the research of
that time was the limitation to single symbolic
objects because all modern nations have extensive
systems of material objects that symbolize them
(for example, the Chinese, in addition to the
dragon, also have a five-star national flag, a ginkgo
tree, a phoenix bird, Tiananmen Gate, peony
flower, etc.). There are also symbolic figures and
symbolic events (Dudok & Shkoliar, 2019), so
studies of individual symbols, even if they are as
important as national flags or national anthems,
obviously cannot claim to recreate a holistic
picture of the nation’s symbolic consciousness.

The analysis of the last 2-3 years’ publications
shows that research on the problem of national
symbols has not changed much since D. Butz’s
article was published. There seem to be even
fewer theoretical and empirical studies devoted
to national symbols. They are more often
mentioned (occasionally or even in passing) in
publications on national identity, patriotism, and
nationalism, as in the article on the vicissitudes
of national identification in Amsterdam in the
second half of the 19th century (Petterson, 2023).
At the same time, some publications gradually
indicate a transition from individual national
symbols to systems of national symbols. An
empirical research (cluster analysis) of the ways
of symbolic construction of national identity
by Turkish non-governmental organizations
of different ideological orientations can be
considered indicative of this transition (Bedir &
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3anyyeHocTi (Johnson, 1997; Reykowski, 1997) i
36i/bIlIIeHHA KiJIbKOCTi HallioHaJIbHUX CUMBOJIIB
Ta MOCUJIEHHSI MCUXOJIOTIYHOI NPUB’3aHOCTI 10
Hux (Greenberg, Solomon, Pyszczynski, 1997) y
BiZimoBiZb Ha 3arpo3suBi [ Hauii noail (BifiHy,
NpUPOAHi KaTacTpodu ToLIO).

[linbuBatouu NiACyMKH 3JiliCHEHOTO OTLJIs-
Ay, JA.ByTn nucaB, WO TOAIWIHI JOC/TIIKEHHA 3
NUTaHb HAI[iOHAJbHOI CUMBOJIIKM X04a W Oy/IH
BaXKJIMBUM KPOKOM yIepeJi, NpoTe Bijobpaxkaau
Juuie “BepxiBKy aiicGepra’, 30kpeMa TOMY, W10
30Cepe/KyBasIuCsl MepeBaXKHO JIMIle Ha OJHO-
My HaWMOMITHIIIOMYy CHUMBOJIi — Hal[iOHAJbHUX
npamnopax. [3 MM Ba)KKO He NoroAuTHucs. [HkoIu
TpaIJIsIucs, paBja, ¥ ny6Jikauii, mpucBsyeHi
iHIIMM CUMBOJIIYHUM 06’€KTaM, — HAIPUKJIA/JI, Ha-
nioHanbHuM riMmHaMm (Cerulo, 1989) a6o Bizyasib-
HOMY 300paKeHHIO0 JipaKoHa fIK HalliOHaJbHOMY
cumBosy Kutato (Sleeboom, 2002). Ane 3arajiom
OYEBU/JIHOI BaJIOK0 TOTOYACHUX JOCJiKEHb
OyJ1a 0OMEXeHiCTb OJMHUYHUMU CHMBOJIIYHUMH
06’eKkTaMH, ajike BCi cydacHi Hallii MaloThb posra-
JIyKeHi cucTteMu MaTepiaJibHUX 00’€KTIB, 110 ix
CUMBOJIi3yI0Th (MPUMIpOM, y THX e KHUTaHLiB
1le, OKpiM ApPaKOHa, Lie ¥ JiepKaBHUHU M'ATU3ip-
KOBUH TMpamnop, JepeBo TiHKro, nTax-QeHikKc,
BopoTa TsHbaHbMeHb, KBiTKa MiBOHif TOIL0),
a € X ime ¥ mocTaTi-CUMBOJIM Ta IOJii-CUMBO-
au ([dynok, Ukoasp, 2019), ToMy gocaigxeHHs
OKpPEMUX CHMBOJIIB, 60Jall i TaKUX BaXKJHUBUX,
K HallioHaJIbHI panopu Y1 HaljiOHaJ/bHIi TiMHH,
3p03yMiJio, He MOXKyTb IpeTeHlyBaTH Ha BiATBO-
PEeHHA LiJiCHOI KApTUHU CUMBOJIIYHOI CBIIOMOCTI
Ti€l Y™ IHIIOI HaIil.

AHnauniz ny6Jikanii octaHHix 2-3-X pokiB 3a-
CBiiuyE, 1110 CTaH po3pobJieHHA NPo6JIeMH Hallio-
HaJIbHUX CUMBOJIIB BiZITO/Ii, KOJTH O6YJ/10 Oy 6 1iKO-
BaHO CTaTTiO0 byTla, 3MiHUBCA He ayxe. Cxoxe,
TEOPEeTUYHUX Ta eMIIpUYHUX [LOCJAIpKeHb, fAKi
Oysi 6 crneliaJbHO MPUCBSAYEHI HalliOHAJbHUM
CMMBOJIaM, CTaJ0 HaBiThb MeHIle. YacTiie npo
HUX iieTbcs (MpUHArigiHo abo ¥ Mo6iXKHO) y my-
6Jlikalligx Ha TeMH HaljioHaJIbHOI iJeHTUYHOCTI,
NaTpioTU3My Ta HaLiOHa/MI3My, K, HAIPUKJIAL, Y
cTaTTi Npo nepuneTii HaLioHaIbHOI ijleHTUdiKa-
iii B AMcTtepaami y apyrii nosoBuHi 19 ct. (Pet-
terson, 2023). BogHouac y fesikux nyo6Jiikanisax
MOCTYIIOBO O03HAUYYETbCA Iepexi/i Bif OKpeMux
HallioHaJbHUX CHMBOJIIB [0 CUCTEM HalliOHaJIb-
HOI CUMBOJIIKM. [l0Ka30BUMHU B IJIaHI TaKOTO Ie-
pexony MOKHA BBaXKaTHU eMIlipU4yHe LOCJiJpKeH-
Hs (KJIacTepHUH aHasi3) cioco6iB CHMBOJIIYHOTO
KOHCTPYIOBaHHA HaliOHAJIbHOI iJeHTUYHOCTI He-
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Oztung, 2022), as well as an attempt to outline
the psychological mechanisms of the changes in
the national symbolic order of India that occur
during such a relevant process for Ukraine as the
renaming of cities and streets (Chandrashekar,
2024). The focus on symbolic systems can also be
traced to some extent in a publication on protest
symbols (Awad & Wagoner, 2020).

Therefore, the monitoring of the symbolic
consciousness of Ukrainian society, which has
been carried out under our leadership by the
Institute of Social and Political Psychology of the
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of
Ukraine since the 2000s and is, as far as we know,
the only study of this type, at least in Ukraine, is
also in line with this trend of transition to systems
of national symbols.

Unfortunately, in Ukraine the problem of
national symbols is not actually discussed in the
scientific field, as it was not discussed before the
start of our monitoring. National symbols are
discussed mainly in educational and prescriptive
literature™. These literary sources addressed
mainly to teachers and students, provide lists
of material and spiritual objects traditionally
considered symbols of Ukrainianness, reveal
their usually archaic content, and postulate their
normativity, which is mandatory for all Ukrainians.
Atthesametime, none ofthesourcesevenraisesthe
question of the real parameters for representing
these objects in the public consciousness, i. e.,
whether the postulated normative prescriptions
are shared by contemporary Ukrainian society or
at least some significant part of it.

The insufficient elaboration of the problem
prompted us to propose our approaches to its
solution. Among other things, we proposed an
original classification of national symbols.

These approaches underlying the monitoring
were formed in the context of the connection of
national symbols not only with national identity
but also with other social and psychological
phenomena, in particular with the nation’s
historical memory, which is seen as the basis of
nationalidentity. Theemphasisonthephenomenon

** We mean, in particular, the mass-circulation works by
A. Bahniuk, O. Drobiazko, O. Kononenko, T. Pistun, and
H. Stanislavska, which we analyzed earlier (Sliusarevskyi,

2021a).
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YyPAAOBUMM oOpraHizanigsMu TypedyuyuHU pi3HO-
ro izeosoriunoro cnpsamysanHs (Bedir, Oztung,
2022), a TakoX CrIpo6y OKPECTUTHU IICUXOJIOTiYHI
MeXaHi3MHU TUX 3MiH y HalliOHaJIbLHOMY CUMBOJIiY-
HoMy mopsAky IHAil, mo BigbyBaroThca mif yac
TaKOT0 aKTYaJIbHOTO U /i1 YKpaiHU Mpolecy, K
nepeliMeHyBaHHs MicT i Bysiuib (Chandrashekar,
2024). OpieHTaniss Ha CHMBOJIIYHI CUCTEMHU TEB-
HOK MipOI0 MPOCTEXYETHCA TAKOXK y MyO6JTiKariii,
npucBsiyeHid cuMBoJsiaM mnpoTtecty (Awad, Wag-
oner, 2020).

Tox y UbOMYy TpeHZi - nepexoAy [0 CUCTEM
HallioOHaJIbHOI CUMBOJIIKM — epebyBa€ i MOHITO-
PHHT CUMBOJIIYHOI CBiZIOMOCTI YKPalHCBKOTO Cy-
CHIJIbCTBA, 10 3[iMCHIOETbCA MiJ, HALIUM KepiB-
HULTBOM [HCTUTYTOM coLjia/IbHOI Ta NOJITUYHOI
ncuxoJtorii HAIIH Ykpainu nouynnarouu 3 2000-x
POKIB i €, HACKIJIbKU HaM BiZJOMO, EJUHUM [ OCJIi/I-
»)KEHHSIM TaKOro THUIMY, NIpUHAMHI Ha BiTYU3HA-
HUX TEpPEHaX.

Ha »xanb, B YkpaiHi npo6JieMa HalliOHaJbHUX
CUMBOJIIB y HAayKOBil mocTaHOBIi paKTUYHO He
0O6TOBOPIOETHCS, SIK He 06roBoproBasiach i nepes
[I0YaTKOM HAlIOro MOHITOPUHTY. [Ipo HanioHab-
Hi CUMBOJIM HJAETbCSl NepeBa)KHO B JiTepaTypi
IPOCBITHUIILKOIO Ta MPECKPUIITUBHOTO IITHOY .
Y nux siTepaTypHUX /[pKepeJsiaX, aJpecOBaHUX
3/1e6ibIIOr0 BYUTENSAM i YUHSAM, HaBeJ€HO Iie-
pesniku MaTepiaJbHUX i JyXOBHUX OOG'EKTIB, fKi
TpaJULiliHO BBaXKal0Thb CUMBOJIAMHU yKpaiHCTBa,
PO3KpUTO iXHil, AK NpaBUJIO apxaiuyHUH, 3MiCT,
MOCTYJIbOBAHO iXHI0O HOPMATHBHICTh, 060B’A3K0-
BY /1J1 BCiX YKpalHIIiB. AJie B )KOJHOMY i3 Jxkepes
HaBITb He CTOITb NUTAHHSA PO peaJibHi apaMme-
TpPH pemnpe3eHTallil LUX 06'EKTIB y CyCIiJIbHIN CBi-
JIOMOCTi, TOGTO MPO Te, YU MO iJIS€ NOCTY/IbOBaHI
HOPMAaTUBHI IpecKpUIlLil cy4acHe YKpaiHCbKe
cycnizibcTBO abo 607ail sgKach HOro 3HayHa 4a-
CTHHa.

HepoctaTHs po3pobJieHicTh npo6JieMHu cIo-
HyKaJ/la Hac 3alpoINOHYBaTH BJACHI NiAX0AU [0
il BupimeHHs. 3okpeMa 0yJi0 3alpPONOHOBAHO
OpUTiHaJIbHY Kjacudikalilo HalioHaJIbHUX CHM-
BOJIIB.

i nifxxoau, NOKJIaleHi B OCHOBY MOHITOPUHTY,
dbopMyBascs B KOHTEKCTI 3B’ 13Ky HallioHaJIbHOT
CHMMBOJIIKHY He JIMlle 3 Hal[iOHaJbHOM iIeHTUYHi-
CTI0, @ ¥ 3 iHIIMMHU colliaJIbHO-IICUXOJIOTIYHUMH
deHOMeHaMH, 30KpeMa 3 iCTOPUYHOIK MNaM'SIT-

** MaeMo Ha yBasi, 30KpeMa, BUJIaHI MAaCOBHMH THPaKaMH
npari  A.Bararoka, O.[Ipo6’s3ka, O.Kononenka, T.IlictyH,
TI".CraniciaBcbkoi, ki Mu aHai3yBanu pasime (CriocapeBChKHH,
2021a).
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of historical memory is made considering that
one of its most essential properties is symbolism
(Dudok & Shkoliar, 2019). Therefore, it is assumed
that the actualization of the Ukrainians’ historical
memory, which is natural for the period of national
statehood formation, will contribute to the
restructuring of the national symbolic space and
will inspire it with associations related to more
or less distant events of the historical past. At the
same time, we considered the absolutization of the
purely archaic origin of national symbols by some
authors unjustified (Otroshko, 2017; Shayan,
2019). It is shown that the reduction of national
symbols to archaic symbols sharply narrows its
semantic phenomenology and contradicts the
realities of life, since strong patriotic feelings can
be evoked by obviously non-archaic symbols.

Thetheoreticaland methodological foundations
of the monitoring and the results of empirical
research conducted within its framework before
the full-scale Russian invasion are covered in
our previous publications (Sliusarevskyi, 2021a;
2021c). The new data obtained after the full-
scale invasion have been published only in a
presentation format and have not been discussed
in scientific publications, which is why this article
is necessary.

Hypotheses. At the first monitoring stages, its
general framework hypothesis was to assume that
as Ukrainian statehood becomes more established,
Ukrainian-centered objects symbolizing both
the national present and the sacred values and
traditions of the people rooted in the historical
past take an increasingly prominent place in the
perceptions of Ukrainian citizens about national
symbols, and the sacred values and traditions of
the nation rooted in the historical past. However,
for a more or less long time, Ukrainian-centered
symbols coexist in the national symbolic space
with elements (rudiments) of symbols inherited
from the Soviet era. Our research has generally
confirmed this hypothesis.

We expected its further confirmation after the
full-scale Russian invasion. At the same time, we
assumed that the process of transformation of
Ukrainians’ perceptions of national symbols would
intensify and accelerate. The following partial
hypotheses were put forward: 1) in response to
the existential threat to the nation, the number of
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TI0O Halil, 1Ky pO3IJIA[AITh CBOEK 4YEpProw fK
MNiAIPYHTS HaL[iOHAJbHOI iJeHTUYHOCTI. AKIIEHT
Ha ¢eHoMeHi icTopu4yHOI mam’sATi 3po6JieHO 3
OIJISIAY Ha Te, 1110 OAHI€EN0 3 i1l HAHMiICTOTHILIUX, CYT-
HiICHUX BJIACTUBOCTEN € CUMBOJIiUHICTB (AynoK,
kossp, 2019). Tomy BHUCJIOBJIEHO NPUNYLIEHHS,
110 IPUPOZHA Jid Nepiofy CTaHOBJIEHHS Halio-
HaJIbHOI Jlep>KaBHOCTI aKTyaJsidalifd iCTOpu4HOl
naM’Ti ykpaiHLiB cipusiTUMe nepeby/0Bi Hallio-
HaJIbHOTO CUMBOJIIYHOTO IPOCTOPY, HAaCHaXeH-
HIO Horo aconjalissMy, NoB’I3aHUMH 3 OIJIbII YU
MEHIU JaJeKUMU NOJAIIMUA ICTOPUYHOI0O MUHYJIO-
ro. BogHovyac My BBaXka/id HellpaBOMipHOI0 abco-
JIIOTH3aLiI0 JeIKMMH aBTOPAMU CYTO apXaiYHOTo
MOXO/PKEHHS HalliloHAJIbHUX CUMBOJIiB (OTpPOIIKO,
2017; WasH, 2019). [lokasaHo, 1110 3BeIeHHS Ha-
LiOHaJIbHOI CUMBOJIIKU [0 apXalYHUX 3a MOXOJ-
»)KEHHSIM CHMBOJIIB pi3KO 3BYy:KYE ii 3MicTOBY ¢e-
HOMEHOJIOTIIO | CyNepeYUTh XKUTTEBUM peasisiM,
a/pKe CWJIbHI NATPIOTUYHI MOYYyTTHA MOXYTb
BUKJIMKaTH U BOYEBU/b He apXaiyHi CHMBOJIU.

TeopeTHnyHi Ta MeTOAWYHI 3acalu MOHITO-
PUHTY W pe3y/bTaTH eMIipUYHUX JOCJi/[PKEHD,
NpOBeJIEeHUX Yy MOro Mexax [0 MOBHOMAaCUITab-
HOTO pPOCIACbKOTO BTOPTHEHHS, BUCBIT/JIEHO B
HallMx HomepejHix my6Jikauisx (CarocapeBchb-
kuii, 2021a; 2021b). Hosi gani, oTpumani micas
MOBHOMACIITA6HOTO BTOPTHEHHS, ONPUJIIO/JHEHO
Jiviie B npe3eHTaliiHOMy dopMaTi, y HAYKOBUX
BU/IaHHSX He 0OrOBOPIOBAHO, 110 1 3yMOBJIIOE T10-
Tpeby 1€l cTaTTi.

linore3u. Ha mepmux etamax MOHITOPUHIY
JOro 3arajibHa, paMKOBa, TiloTe3a mnoJjdrajia B
NPUIYLIEeHHI, 110 B Mipy yTBepJ»KeHHH YKpalHCh-
KOI J1ep>KaBHOCTI B yIBJIEHHAX FPOMa/isiH YKpaiHU
PO HaliOHaJbHY CUMBOJIIKY JeJaJi IIOMITHille
Miclle MOCiZJaTUMyTb YKpaiHOILlEHTPOBaHi 06€K-
TH, 1L0 CHMBOJII3YIOTh K HaljiOHaJIbHE CbOT O/ €H-
Hf, TaK | 3aKOpiHeHi B iCTOPUYHOMY MUHYJIOMY
Cakpa/JbHI LIiHHOCTI Ta Tpazuuil HapoAy, Nnpo-
Te BOPOAOBXK Oi/bIl YU MEHII TPUBAJIOrO 4acy
YKpalHOLIEHTPOBaHi CHMBOJIA CHIBICHYBAaTUMYTh
y HaliOHaJIbHOMY CHMBOJIIYHOMY NpPOCTOpi 3
eJleMeHTaMU (pyAUMeHTaMH) CUMBOJIIKH, ycHa/-
KOBaAHOI 3 paJgdHCbKUX 4aciB. [IpoBeneni gocuaifg-
»KeHHA 3arajioM NiATBepAUJIM L0 rirnoTesy.

Ha ii nopanplie nigTBep/PKeHHA MU OYiKy-
BaJIM U Mic/si MOBHOMACIITAOHOTO POCIHCHKOIr0
BTOPTrHeHHs. BogHoOYac npunyckasy, 1o npouec
TpaHcdopManil ysBjeHb YKpaiHLiB Hpo Harjio-
Ha/IbHi CUMBOJIM iHTeHcU]iKyeTbCcs 1 mpucko-
puTthcs. [Ipy 1boMy 6y/10 BUCYHYTO TaKi YaCTKOBI
rinoTe3u: 1) y BiAMOBi/Ib HA €K3UCTEHILilHY 3a-
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national symbols that Ukrainians are guided by
increase; 2) the symbolic preferences of Ukrainians
further emphasize the leading role of Ukraine-
centered symbols; 3) an essential factor in the
further transformation of Ukrainians’ perceptions
of national symbols are the actualization of their
historical memory; 4) the national symbolic space
acquires transregional unity.

The purpose of the article is to analyze the
changes that have been taking place during the
full-scale Russian invasion in the perceptions
of Ukrainian society about national symbols
and may be of interest in terms of assessing its
psycho-emotional state, prospects for further
social development, preservation and restoration
of the mental health of citizens, and their personal
growth.

Methods

Participants. The dynamics of UKkrainians’
perceptions of national symbols were tracked in a
monitoring mode - in the course of mass surveys
of citizens conducted on a sample representing
the adult population of Ukraine aged 18 and old-
er. The sample corresponded to the general adult
population regarding age, gender, and education-
al level. At each monitoring stage, approximately
1200 respondents were interviewed in all regions
of the country, except for the temporarily occu-
pied territories since 2015. The sampling error at
all stages of the study did not exceed 3.2%. In the
context of the full-scale Russian invasion, the in-
sufficient number of residents of Donetsk and Lu-
hansk regions was compensated for by internally
displaced persons who moved from these regions.

Procedures and Instruments. The survey
was conducted by face-to-face interviews. The re-
search instrument (questionnaire) was based on
our proposed classification of national symbols,
which distinguishes the following main types or
types: 1) materialized symbols - certain objects,
socio-cultural and natural objects; 2) personal-
ized symbols - personalities of famous historical
figures and prominent contemporaries; 3) dra-
matized symbols - those that remind of certain
socially significant events or actions, usually ac-
companied by dramatic conflicts, which can po-
tentially be perceived as the achievements of the
people, fixed in its collective historical memory.
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rpo3y AJis Halil 36i1bINUTbCA KiJBKICTh Haliio-
HaJIbHUX CUMBOJIIB, Ha fIKi OPIEHTYIOTbHCS YKpaiH-
1i; 2) B cUMBOJIiYHUX NpedepeHLisx yKpaiHLiB
BiOyleThCs Mojasiblile YBUPa3HeHHsI NMPOBigHOI
poJii yKpaiHOIeHTPOBaHUX CHUMBOJIB; 3) icTOT-
HUM YMHHUKOM MoJlajblloi TpaHcdopMariil ysB-
JIeHb YKpaiHIliB Mpo HallioHaJIbHi CUMBOJIN Oy/ie
aKTyaJsi3zanisa ixHboi icropuyHoi mam’sTi; 4) Ha-
1[ioHaJIbHUHM CUMBOJIIYHUH NpocTip Habye TpaH-
CperioHaJIbHOI €HOCTI.

MeTa craTTi - npoaHanizyBaTH Ti 3MiHH, 1110
BifIOyBalOTbCA BIIPOJOBX IOBHOMACIITAOHOIO
POCICBKOTO BTOPTHEHHsI B YABJIEHHAX YKpaiH-
CBbKOTO CYCIIJIbCTBA NPO HaLiOHAJbHI CUMBOJU
i MOXKYTb CTAaHOBUTH iHTepeCc B aCIEeKTi OLiHKU
J0Tr0 NICUXO0EMOLIIHHOTO CTaHy, IePCHeKTUB Ja/lb-
1IOr0 CYCHiJIbBHOTO pO3BUTKY, 306epekeHHs Ta
BiJIHOBJIEHHSI MEHTAJIbHOTO 3/10POB’sl TPOMA/ifH,
iXHbOT0 0COGUCTICHOTO 3pOCTaHHS.

MeToau

Yuacnuku. /luHaMika ysaBJIeHb YKpalHIiB PO
HalliOHaJIbHI CUMBOJIY BiZICTeXKyBaJjlacb Y MOHITO-
PUHTOBOMY PE€XUMi — B IpOLeCi MAaCOBUX ONUTY-
BaHb IpOMa/isH, MPOBeJEeHUX 3a BUOIPKOIO, KA
penpe3eHTye J0pOoC/e HaceJeHHs YKpalHU BiKOM
Bix 18 pokiB i crapuie. BubipkoBa CyKymHicTb
BiZilOBiasia reHepaJlbHOMY MacUBY JOPOCJIOTO
HaceJIeHHd 3a O3HaKaMM BiKy, CTaTi, OCBITHbOI'O
piBHA. Ha KO2KHOMY eTali MOHITOPHUHIY OIIUTaHO
npu6ar3Ho 1200 pecrnoHAeHTIB ¥ BCiX perioHax
JfepxaBy, 3 2015 poky - KpiM THM4YacoBO OKy-
noBaHux TepuTopiit. [loxubka BUGIpKM Ha Bcix
eTamnax JoCai/pkeHHsI He nepeBuiiyBaia 3.2%. B
yMOBax MOBHOMAcCUITaGHOr'0 POCiHiCbKOro BTOP-
THeHHS1 HEeJIOCTaTHS HAIMOBHIOBAHICTb BUOIpKO-
BUX CYKyMHOCTeW MellKaHIiB JloHenbkoi Ta Jly-
raHCbKOI 06/1acTell KOMIEHCYyBasIacs 3a paxyHOK
BHYTPIIIHBO NepeMillieHuX 0cib, fiKi nepeixasu i3
LIUX perioHiB.

IIpoyedypa ma incmpymenmu. OnuTyBaH-
H4 3AiiCHEHO MeTOoA0M iHTepB'l0 Biu-Ha-Bid. [H-
CTpyMeHTapid JgociifpkeHHs (ONUTYBaJbHUK)
cbopMOBAHO Ha OCHOBi 3aNpONOHOBAHOI HaMHU
kJjJacudikanii HalnioHaJIbHUX CHMBOJIIB, L0 BU-
OKpEMJIIOE TakKi IX OCHOBHi BUJU YU TUNU: 1)
MaTepiasizoBaHi CUMBOJIU - [€BHI MpeJMeTH,
COLIOKY/NIbTYPHI Ta NpUpoAHi 00’€KkTH; 2) mep-
COHaJII30BaHi CUMBOJIM - MepPCOHaJil BiJOMHUX
icTOpUYHUX [Jif4iB Ta BUJATHUX CY4aCHHUKIB; 3)
JApaMaTHU30BaHi CUMBOJIU — Ti, L0 HATayOThb IIPO
IeBHi CycniJIbHO 3Hayy1i NOAIl Y4 AiAHHSA, CYyIIPO-
BO/[>)KYBaHi 3a3BMYall JjpaMaTUYHHUMHU KOJIi3isIMH,
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For materialized symbols, we used the question
“What is a symbol of Ukraine for you personally?”,
for personalized symbols - “Which of the histor-
ical figures and/or our prominent contemporar-
ies symbolizes Ukraine for you personally to the
greatest extent?”, for dramatized symbols - “What
achievements of the Ukrainian people, in your
opinion, deserve to be the subject of their national
pride today?”. All three questions were semi-open
(containing the alternative “other”).

At the beginning of the monitoring, the lists of
symbols of all three types were formed by asking
open-ended questions. In other words, the initial
version of the questionnaire had a purely empiri-
cal basis: it included only those symbolic objects
that were named with sufficient frequency by the
citizens of Ukraine themselves. In our opinion,
this had obvious advantages, as it prevented us
from obtaining artifacts that would not reflect the
realities of the symbolic consciousness of Ukraini-
ans. Still, over time, symbolic consciousness natu-
rally changed due to people’s growing awareness
of key moments in national history and because
new realities emerged in society that acquired
symbolic meaning. Therefore, in subsequent
years, we changed the initial lists of symbols as
needed: some objects were added, and some were
removed (without significantly reducing or in-
creasing their total number).

The names of the symbols were arranged in al-
phabetical order. The list of dramatized symbols,
which will be discussed in this article, ended up
looking like this:

1) the struggle of Ukrainian human rights
activists  (P. Hryhorenko, L. Lukianenko,
M. Rudenko, V. Chornovil, et al.) against the
totalitarian regime;

2) the highest achievements of Ukrainian folk
art (dumas, songs, decorative and applied arts,
folk architecture, etc.);

3) national education system;

4) volunteer movement;

5) activities of Ukrainian national liberation
movement leaders at the beginning of the
twentieth century (M. Hrushevsky, V. Vynnychenko,
S. Petliura, and others);

6) achievements of the national defense
industry;

7) achievements of Ukrainian athletes;
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sIKi MOTEeHIiHHO 34aTHI cnpuiMaTHCA SK 3/106-
YTKHU HapOAY, 3aKpiMJIIOIYNUCh Y KOTO KOJIEKTHUB-
Hil icTopuyHiil nam’aTi. s MarepiasizoBaHUX
CUMBOJIiB BUKOpHcTaHo 3anuTaHHs “lllo a5 Bac
0COGHCTO € CUMBOJIOM YKpaiHu?”, /i1 epcoHaJIi-
30BaHUX —“XTO 3 iCTOpUYHMX AiA4iB i/4M HaIIKX
BUJATHUX Cy4YacHUKIB AJig Bac ocobucto Haui-
6ispLI0I0 MipOIO cCUMBOJi3ye YKpainy?”, AJis Apa-
MaTHM30BaHUX CUMBOJIIB — “AKi 3,00y TKU yKpaiH-
CbKOTO HapoAy, Ha Baumy aymky, 3aciayroByrTb
CbOro/iHi 6YTH mpeaMeTOM HOro HalliOHaJIbHOI
ropaocti?”. Yci Tpu 3anuTaHHsA OyJM HamiBBij-
KPUTHUMU (MiCTU/IM a/IbTEPHATHUBY “iHIIE”).

Ha moyaTKy MOHITOPUHIY CIIMCKU CUMBOJIIB
yCiX TpbOX TUIIB cPOPMOBAHO NIJISAXOM IOCTa-
HOBKH BiZIKpUTHX 3anuTaHb. TO6GTO MOYaTKOBUH
BapiaHT ONUTYBaJIbHUKA MaB CYyTO €MIipUYHY
OCHOBY: 10 HbOT'O YBIMIIIU JIMIIE Ti CHMBOJIIYHI
06’eKTH, AKi 3 AOCTAaTHBOI YACTOTOK Oy/IM Ha-
3BaHi cCaMUMMU rpomMajdaHaMu Ykpainu. Ha Hauy
AYMKY, Lle MajJi0 O4YeBUJHI NepeBaru, OCKiJIbKU
yOe3nedyusio BiJy oTpuMaHHA apTedaKTiB, 1[0 He
Bigo6parkasn 6 peasiii cMMBOJIIUHOI CBiZOMOCTI
yKpaiHuiB. [IpoTe 3 NJIMHOM Yacy CMHMBOJIIYHA CBi-
JOMICTB, 3p03yMiJIO, 3MiHIOBasacad — K yHacJi-
JIOK 3pOCTaHHs 06i3HAHOCTI Jt0/IeH 00 KJI0Y0-
BHUX MOMEHTIB HallioHaJIbHOI icTopii, Tak i TOMy,
110 B KUTTI CyCNisibCTBA 3'IBJISIJIUCS HOBI peauii,
daKi HabyBasM CHMBOJIiYHOTO 3MicTy. Yepe3 Te
B I[I0JaJIbLII POKH [0 NOYAaTKOBUX CIUCKIB CUM-
BOJIIB MM BHOCHUJIM y Mipy NOTpe6u OKpeMi 3MiHU:
Jlesiki 00’€KTH JjoaBay, a Jlesiki Buaydanu (6e3
icTOTHOTO CKOpOYEHHS YU 306i/1bIlIeHHS IXHBOI 3a-
rajlbHoi KiJIbKOCTi).

HaliMmeHyBaHHS CHUMBOJIIB pO3MilllyBajucsl B
asndaBiTHOMY nopsAKy. CIHCOK paMaTU30BaHUX
CUMBOJIIB, ySIBJIEHHS MPO fIKi 6yZie 06roBOPEHO B
Lil craTTi, HA6YB y KiHLleBOMY HiZICYMKYy TaKOro
BUJIALY:

1) 6opoThba yKpalHCbKUX MPaBO3aXHUCHHUKIB
(1. T'puropenko, JI. Jlyk'sitHeHko, M. PyneHKo,
B. YopHOBIJI Ta iH.) IPOTH TOTAJITAPHOT'O PEXKUMY;

2) BepLIMHHI JOCATHEHHS] YKPAiHChbKOI HapoJ-
HOI TBOpUOCTi (AyMH, MiCHI, IeKOPaTUBHO-BXUTKO-
Be MUCTEITBO, HAPOJHA apxiTeKTypa TOoLIO);

3) BiTUM3HSIHA cUCTeMa OCBITH;

4) BOJIOHTEPCHKHUH PyX;

5) AisyibHICTH BUJATHUX MPOBIAHUKIB YKpaiH-
CbKOTO HalliOHaJIbHO-BU3BOJILHOI'O PYXy MOYaTKY
XX ct. (M. 'pywieBcbkuii, B. Bunnuuenko, C. [leT-
Jitopa Ta iH.);

6) pocarHeHHs1 BiTuusHsiHoro OIIK (o6opoH-
HO-TIPOMMCJIOBOTO KOMILJIEKCY);
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8) achievements of the Ukrainian space
industry;

9) history of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army’s
creation and struggle;

10) history of the Ukrainian Cossacks,
Zaporozhian Sich;

11) international recognition of Ukraine in the
modern world;

12) Volodymyr Zelenskyi’'s election as the
President of Ukraine;

13) Victory in World War II;

14) the Orange Revolution in 2004;

15) Declaration of Independence of Ukraine in
1991;

16) the Revolution of Dignity in 2013-2014;

17) creation of the Armed Forces of Ukraine
and their victories in the Russian-Ukrainian war™;

18) works of great Ukrainian writers and
artists (T. Shevchenko, Lesya Ukrainka, 1. Franko,
M. Lysenko, S. Krushelnytska, and others);

19) the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917-1921;

20) other (please specify).

During the surveys, the number of symbolic
objects the respondent could choose was not
limited.

Theresearchwasbased onthe ethical principles
of confidentiality, anonymity, and privacy.

Variables. The main indicator of the
monitoring was the prevalence of the selected
symbols in Ukrainian society, which was
represented by the sample population. The main
indicator of the monitoring was the frequency
of respondents’ choices of symbolic objects
offered in the questionnaire. Along with the main
indicator, an additional one was monitored - the
object (content) saturation of society’s symbolic
space, which is represented by the respondents’
choices. We considered the average frequency of
all theoretically possible choices per respondent
an empirical referent (indicator) of this metric.

Organization of Research. The first survey,
as part of the monitoring of symbolic preferences
of Ukrainians, was conducted in 2005, and the
next one was conducted at intervals of 10 years.
Subsequently, given the dramatic changes in
public life caused by the Revolution of Dignity and

*#* Before the Russian military aggression, the wording of
this alternative did not contain words about victories in the
Russian-Ukrainian war.
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7) noCATHEHHS YKPalHChKUX CIIOPTCMEHIB;

8) /locsTHeHHST YKpaiHCbKOI KOCMOHABTUKY;

9) icropis cTBOpeHHs1 Ta 6opoThou YIIA
(YkpaiHcbKoi NOBCTaHCbKOI apMii);

10) icTopist ykpalHCbKOTO K03al[TBa, 3all0p03b-
Koi Ciui;

11) mibkHapoaHe BU3HAHHS YKpaiHU B Cy4acHO-
My CBITi;

12) o6panHs [lpe3ugeHToM Ykpainu Bosogu-
MUpa 3eJIeHCHKOTO;

13)[lepemora y /lpyriii cBiTOBI# BiiiHi;

14) IlomapanueBa pepostolist 2004 poky;

15) mporosiomenHsi HesanexxHocti Ykpainu y
1991 pouy;

16) PeBoutoniisi IianocTti 2013-2014 pokis;

17) cTtBopeHHs1 36POMHUX CUJI YKpaiHU Ta ixHi
3BUTSATH B POCIHCbKO-YKpaATHChKiH BikiHI™;

18) TBOPYICTb BeJIMKHX YKpaiHChb-
KUX II0€TiB, IMCbMEHHHUKIB, KOMIIO3UTOPIB
Ta BUKOHABLiB (T. [lleBueHKo, Jleca
YkpaiHka, L ®paHKo, M. Jlucenko,
C. KpyuienbHulbKa Ta iH.);

19) Ykpaincbka peBoJttontiss 1917-1921 pokis;

20) iHme (HaMUIIITH).

[liz yac omUTYBaHb KIJBKICTb CUMBOJIIYHUX
06’eKTIB, fIKi Mir 06paTH peCIOH/EHT, HE 0OMEXKY-
BaJiacs.

JlocsiipkeHHs1 TPYHTYBaJoCsl HA €TUYHUX 3a-
cajax KoHQieHI[iHHOCTI, aHOHIMHOCTI, IpPUBaT-
HOCTI.

3MmiHHI. OCHOBHUM NOKa3HUKOM MOHITOpPHH-
ry Gysia MOIMKUPEHICTh BUOKPEMJIEHUX CHMBOJIIB
B YKpalHCbKOMY CYCIiJIbCTBI, fdKe pelnpe3eH-
TyBajsia BHUOIpKOBa CYKYyNHICTb. [HAWKATOpOM
bOTO MOKa3HMUKa CJyryBaja 4acToTa BUOODY
pecnoH/ieHTaMU NPONOHOBAaHHUX B OMNUTYBaJlb-
HUKY CHMBOJIIYHHUX 06'€KTiB. OKpiM OCHOBHOIO
BiZicTEXKyBaBCS N0JJaTKOBUM MOKA3HUK — 00'EKT-
Ha (3MicTOBa) HACUYEHICTh TOTO CHMBOJIIYHOTO
NPOCTOPY CYCHiJIbCTBA, SIKUH peENpe3eHTYTh
CBOIMM BMOOpaMHM peCHOHJEeHTH. fk emmipuy-
HUU pedepeHT (iHAMKATOP) IbOT0 MOKAa3HMKA MU
pO3M/IAAaNNd CEPeHIO0 YacTOTY BCiX TEOPETHUYHO
MOMJIMBUX BUOOPIB, 110 NPUNAZAOTh HA OJHOIO
pecrnoH/ieHTa.

OpeaHizayisa docaidxiceHHs. Ilepuie onu-
TYBaHHSl B Me)Xax MOHITOPUHIY CHUMBOJIIYHUX
npedepeHnii ykpaiHiiB 6ys0 nposegeHo 2005
pPOKy, HacTynHe - 3 iHTepBasioM y 10 pokiB. ¥

*#%* Jlo modaTky pociiichkoi BIHCHKOBOT arpecii popMyITtOBaHHS
i€l anbTepHATHBH, 3pO3YMLJIO, HE MIiCTHIIO CITiB TIPO 3BUTSATH B
POCIHChKO-yKpaTHCHKIN BiifHI.
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the Russian-Ukrainian war that began in Donbas,
the intervals between the survey stages were
reduced to three years. After the full-scale Russian
invasion, it was decided to repeat the monitoring
“slices” annually.

Statistical analysis. The mathematical and
analytical processing of the data was carried
out using the OCA software application. The
dynamics of respondents’ perceptions of national
symbols are reproduced by the differences in the
percentage distribution of choosing symbolic
objects by frequency. The significance of the
percentage differences was calculated using the
Student’s t-test. When interpreting the data and
substantiating the conclusions of the study, only
those differences that were statistically significant
at the one or at least five percent level of statistical
significance were taken into account. We allowed
ourselves to consider certain shifts in the studied
perceptions that did not reach the level of
statistical significance only if they occurred in the
direction of a reliably confirmed trend.

To analyze regional peculiarities, we used a
conditional division of Ukraine into the following
macro-regions: Western (Volyn, Zakarpattia,
Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv, Rivne, Ternopil, Chernivtsi
regions); Central (Vinnytsia, Zhytomyr, Kyiv,
Kirovohrad, Poltava, Sumy, Khmelnytskyi,
Cherkasy, Chernihiv regions, and the city of Kyiv);
Eastern (Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia,
Luhansk, Kharkiv regions); Southern (Mykolaiv,
Odesa, Kherson regions).

A particular symbol was considered national if
it was chosen by the absolute majority (more than
half) of respondents in all macro-regions, which
will be referred to as “regions” for convenience.

Limitations. As noted above, in the context
of a full-scale war, it was decided to monitor the
symbolic preferences of Ukrainians every year.
However, for reasons beyond our control, we could
not conduct it simultaneously for all three types of
symbolic objects. Therefore, the dynamics of the
symbolic consciousness of Ukrainian society are
analyzed below on the example of only national
symbols of the dramatized type, the empirical
basis of which is currently the most complete
and “up-to-date” (the last survey was conducted
on September 17-28, 2024). Given this, the
interpretations and assumptions expressed are

ISSN 2664-6005
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[OJAJ/IbIIOMY, 3 OIVIAZY Ha KapJUHaJIbHI 3MiHU
B CYCHIJIbHOMY >XUTTi, O AKUX CIIPUYUHUJIUCA
PeBositonisi TigHOCTI Ta pocilicbKo-yKpaiHChbKa
BiliHa, 1m0 po3mnoyvasaca Ha /loH6aci, iHTepBaIn
MDK eTanaMy JOCIiJpKeHHS 3MeHUIeHO 0 TPbOoX
pokiB. Ilicjii moBHOMacHITabHOrO POCIKCHKOrO
BTOPrHEHHS “3pi3u” MOHITOPUHTY BHPIllIeHO I0-
BTOPIOBATH ILIOPIYHO.

CmamucmuyHe aHani3yeaHHs. Martemartu-
KO-aHa/IITUYHY O0OpOOKY MAaHUX 3/ilicCHEHO 3a
JOIIOMOTO10 NporpamMHoro 3actocyHky OCA. [lu-
HaMiKy ysiBJIEHb PECIIOH/IEHTIB PO HaljioOHaJIbHI
CHMBOJIY BiZITBOPEHO 3a PI3HULAAMH BiZJCOTKOBO-
ro PO3MOo/iJy 4acTOT BUBGOPY CUMBOJIIYHUX 00’€EK-
TiB. 3HAUyU[iCTh pi3HUIL BiACOTKIB 06YHCIEHO
3a kpuTepieM CthrogeHTa. I1ifg yac iHTepnpeTanyii
OTPUMaHUX JAHUX Ta OOIPYHTYBaHHS BUCHOBKIB
JOCJIiIPKeHHS 10 yBaru GpaJ/iv Jikiie Ti pi3HuII,
sIKi O6yJIM CTATUCTUYHO 3HAYYLUIMMH HAa OJHO- YU
60/1ail Ha I’ ATUBIACOTKOBOMY PiBHI CTaTUCTUYHOI
3HauyocTi. Ha okpemi 3cyBu B JOC/iIKYBaHUX
ysBJIEHHSX, 1[0 He CArajJy piBHA CTAaTUCTUYHOI
3HAYYL[OCTi, MU [,03BOJISIJIU COOi 3BaKaTH Ti/IbKU
B TOMY pasi, AKII[0 BOHU BiJI0yBa/IMCS B HAPSIMKY
JOCTOBIPHO MiATBEPAXKEHOI TEHAEHLII.

Jns  aHanisy perioHaJbHUX OCOGJUBOCTEN
BUKOPHUCTAaHO YMOBHHMW NOAIA YKpalHM Ha Taki
Makpoperionu: 3axifjHuit (BosnHcbka, 3akap-
natcbka, IBaHo-®paHkiBcbka, JIbBiBcbKa, PiB-
HeHCbKa, TepHOMi/IbCbKa, YepHiBelbKa 06.J1acTi);
Lentpanpbuuii  (BinHunobka, KuTOMHPCBKa,
KuiBcbka, KipoBorpaaceka, [losnTaBcbka, CyM-
cbka, XMeJsibHUIbKA, Yepkacbka, YepHiriBcbka
o6saacti, M. KuiB); Cxignuit ([lHinponeTpoBCchKa,
JloHenbka, 3anopi3sbka, JlyraHcbka, XapkiBcbKa
o6usacti); MiBgenHu# (MwukosaiBcbka, Ojiecbka,
XepcoHcbKa 061aCTi).

To¥i 4K IHIIKMI CUMBOJI PO3TJISIAAJIU SIK 3arajib-
HOHAIliOHAJIbHUK 3a yMOBH, 1[0 Horo o6paja
abcoJitoTHA GiNbUIICTL (MOHAJA MOJIOBUHY) OMNU-
TaHUX B YCiX MaKpOperioHax, iKi B M0/iaJIbIIOMY
OyAyTb MOWMEHOBaHi AJisi 3pYyYHOCTI 3BUYHUM
TepMiHOM “perioHun”.

O6MmesiceHHs. Sk 3a3Havasiocs], B yMOBax IOB-
HOMacCIITabHOI BIHHU MOHITOPHUHT CUMBOJIIYHUX
npedepeHniil ykpaiHIliB BUpilleHO 3[ilicHIOBa-
TH LOPOKY, IPOTe 3 He3aJIeX)KHUX BiJ, HAC NpU-
YUH MU He MOIVIM NPOBOJUTHU HOrO0 OAHOYACHO
3a BciMa TpbOMa TUNIAMH CHMBOJIIYHUX 0G'EKTIB.
Tomy nyMHaAMIKy CHMBOJIIYHOI CBiZOMOCTI yKpaiH-
CBbKOTO CyCHiJIbCTBA MPOAaHaJi30BaHO HUXK4Ye Ha
NPUKJIAJIL JULIEe HallioHaJIbHUX CUMBOJIIB ipaMa-
TU30BAHOTO THUITY, EMIIipUYHa 6a3a JOCTiKeHHS
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partly probabilistic.

Results

The scale and depth of the current changes
in the symbolic consciousness of Ukrainians
are convincingly evidenced by comparing its
current state with the state recorded during
the first monitoring “slices” (Table 1). In 2005,
respondents most often considered the Victory in
World War II to be the national symbol (50.0%).
The second and third places were occupied by the
creative achievements of great Ukrainian writers
and artists and the achievements of Ukrainian
athletes (about 40%). Objects symbolizing key
turning points in modern and ancient national
history were chosen much less frequently at that
time. For example, just over 23% of respondents
chose the history of the Ukrainian Cossacks and
the Declaration of Independence of Ukraine in
1991. Even the Orange Revolution, which took
place only a year before the survey and seemed to
have a nationwide resonance, was identified as a
national symbol by less than a third of respondents
(31.5%). Even less frequently, the choice fell
on the struggle of Ukrainian human rights
activists against the Soviet totalitarian regime
(18.4%) and the activities of Ukrainian national
liberation movement leaders at the beginning of
the twentieth century (12.9%), and very rarely
on the history of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army’s
creation and struggle (5.8%) and the Ukrainian
Revolution of 1917-1921 (5.4%). Not too
many choices were made in favor of the highest
achievements of Ukrainian folk art (28.5%). Thus,
the symbolic consciousness of Ukrainian society
did not yet have a distinct national color and
specific historical background.

Ukrainians’ consciousness was dominated by
the Victory in World War II as a symbol common
to the entire post-Soviet space. In the same space
were such symbols inherited from the Soviet era
as the postwar reconstruction of the national
economy in the 2nd half of the 1940s (26.4%) and
the labor achievements of workers and peasants
of Soviet Ukraine glorified by Soviet propaganda
(15.7%). The post-Soviet character of symbolic
preferences was also combined with the pacifist
attitude of the vast majority of the public, who
were convinced of the inviolability of brotherhood
with Russia. Therefore, only 8.1% of respondents
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SIKUX € Hapa3i HalmoBHimow i “HalcBiximorw”
(ocTaHHE onmWTyBaHHs GyJio mpoBejeHo 17-28
BepecHs1 2024 poky). 3 orJisi/ly Ha lie BUCJOBJIEH]
iHTepnpeTtanii Ta NpUnymeHHd MaKTb [104aCTU
WMOBipHiCHUN xapaKTep.

PesysbTaTH

[Ipo macumtab i TIMOMHY HAassBHUX ChOTOAHI
3MiH y CUMBOJIIYHIN CBiZJOMOCTI yKpaiHIiB nepe-
KOHJIMBO CBiJYUTbL MOPIBHAHHA II HUHIIIHBLOIO
CTaHy 3 TUM CTaHOM, 110 3adiKCOBaHO B Mpoljeci
nepliiuX MOHITOPUHIOBUX “3pi3iB” (Tabs. 1).
Y 2005 poni HalioHaJbHUM CHUMBOJIOM OIU-
TaHi HaWyacTime BBaxasu llepeMmory B /[lpyrii
cBitoBii BiKHI (50.0%). [pyre-tpeTe Micusa 3i
3HAaYHUM BiZ[pyBOM mocifaau TBOpYi 3/106yTKU
BEJIMKUX YKPAlHCbKUX NMUCbMEHHUKIB Ta MUTLIB
i loCATHEHHS YKPAIHCbKHUX CHOPTCMEHIB (6J1M3b-
ko 40%). O6G'€KTH, 110 CUMBOJII3YIOTh KJIIOYOBI,
NepeJyiIOMHI MOMEHTH HOBITHBOI i JaBHILIOL BIT-
4yu3HAHOI icTopil, 06Mpasu Ha TON yac HabaraTo
pigute. Tak, siefb 6inblie 23% onyuTaHUX 06paIu
icTopito yKpalHCHKOI'0 KO3alTBa i MPOroJIoleH-
HA Hesanexnocti Ykpainu y 1991 poui. HaBiTb
[ToMapaH4eBy peBOJIIOIiO, 1[0 BifOysacs Juiie
3a pik o onuTyBaHHA i MaJsa, 3jaBajioch 6H, Bce-
HapoJHUH pe30HaHC, ileHTUdiKyBaso K Halio-
Ha/IbHUM CUMBOJI MEHIIlE TPETUHU PECIIOH/IEHTIB
(31.5%). lle pigwe nasgasB BUOGIp Ha 60POTHOY
YKpaiHCbKUX MpPaBO3axUCHUKIB MPOTH PaJsHCh-
KoTo ToTasitapHoro pexxumy (18.4%) Ta gisib-
HICTb BUJATHUX NPOBIJHUKIB YKpPAalHCbKOI'0 Ha-
L[iOHAJIbHO-BU3BOJILHOIO pPyXy no4yaTkKy XX CT.
(12.9%), i 30BciM piAKo - Ha icTOpito CTBOPEHHHA
i 060poTbOM YKpaiHCbKOI MOBCTAHCBKOI apMii
(5.8%) Ta YkpaiHcbky peBoJwonito 1917-1921
pokiB (5.4%). He HagTo Garato BUOGOpIB 6yJs0
3p06JIeHO ¥ HA KOPUCTh BEPIUMHHUX JOCATHEHb
yKpaiHcbKol HapogHoi TBop4ocTi (28.5%). OTxe,
CHUMBOJIIYHA CBIiZJOMICTb yKpPaiHCbKOI'O CYCIiJib-
CTBa TO/Ii Lile He MaJla BUPA3HOTro HallioHaJIbHO-
ro 3abappsieHHs i cnenudiyHOro iCTOPUYHOIO
NiAIPYyHTS.

Y cBigoMocTi ykpaiHuis pominysasa Ilepe-
Mora B /lpyrii cBITOBIiM BilHI 9K CNIJIBHUU [J14
BCbOT'0 TMOCTPAASIHCHKOr0 MPOCTOPY CHUMBOJ. Y
[bOMY 2K IpPOCTOpi nepebyBaniud ¥ Taki ycrnajko-
BaHi 3 pa/IFHCbKOT0 Yacy CUMBOJIH, IK IOBOEHHA
Bii6y/10Ba HAPOAHOIO rOCIOJAPCTBA y 2-U M0JI0-
BUHI 1940-x pokiB (26.4%) i TpyZ0Bi JjocATHEH-
Hs roprudikoBaHUX PafsIHCHKOIO MpONaraHzom
nepefOBUKIB IPOMUCJIOBOCTI Ta CiJIbCbKOI'O IoO-
cnozaapctia (15.7%). [locTpagssHCbKUU XxapaKTep
CUMBOJIIYHUX NpedepeHIiil TOEAHYBABCA TAKOXK
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saw the Armed Forces of Ukraine as a national
symbol. This was even less than the number of
those who saw the national symbol in the national
education system (10.9%).

In addition, the low degree of saturation of
the symbolic space at that time was striking. On
average, one respondent chose only 3.8 symbolic
objects out of about 20 theoretically possible.
Every tenth respondent was not sure about the
choice at all and did not choose any object.

However, subsequent events (the Revolution
of Dignity, the seizure of Crimea by Russian
troops, and their invasion of Donbas) began to
significantly change the symbolic preferences of
Ukrainians, causing their gradual emancipation
from the Soviet symbolic heritage. These changes
in the symbolic consciousness of Ukrainian society
were recorded in a survey conducted in 2015, ten
years after the first monitoring “slice”. The first
place among the respondents’ national symbols
was taken by the works of great Ukrainian writers
and artists, with an indicator of 54.5%. Victory
in World War II moved to second place, with a
significant decrease (to 43.8%). The third place
was taken by the history of the Ukrainian Cossacks,
with almost the same rate (42.2%).
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i3 manudicTcbKO Ha/MAIITOBAHICTIO MTepeBaXKHOT
6ispLIOCTI CycnizibHOrO 3arasy, epeKOHaHOTO B
HenopylHocTi 6paTepcTBa 3 Pociew. Tox suiue
8.1% onuTaHUX ybayasu HaliOHAJbHHUN CUMBOJI
y 36poiiHux cunax Ykpainu. lle 6yj0 MeHIle Ha-
BiTh 3a 4aCTKy THUX, XTO BOauaB HalliOHaJbHUHU
CHUMBOJI ¥ BiTYU3HAHIN cucTeMi ocBiTH (10.9%).

OkpiM TOro, BnaZlaB y OKO HHU3bKHUH CTYNiHb
HAaCUYEeHOCTI TOr04YaCHOTO CHUMBOJIIYHOI'O IpPO-
crtopy. OvH pecrnoH/ieHT 06UpaB y cepeIHbOMY
auuie 3.8 CUMBOJIIYHUX 00’€KTiB i3 6J1M3bK0 20-
THU TEOPETUYHO MOXKJIUBUX. A KOXKEH JeCATUH 3
OMUTAHUX y3araji He BU3HAYUBCS 3 BUOOPOM, He
006paB KOAHOT'0 06’EKTA.

[Ipote moganbiui noaii (PeBostonisi igHoCT],
3axOIJIeHHs POCINCbKHUMU BilicbkkaMu Kpumy Ta
ixHe BTOprHeHHs Ha /JloH6ac) mo4aju iCTOTHO
3MiHIOBaTH CUMBOJIIYHI npedepeHii yKpaiHIiB,
3yMOBJIIOIOYM iXHI0O TIOCTYNOBY eMaHCHMALilo
BiZl pafAAHCBKOI CUMBOJIIYHOI ciaguHu. Li 3mi-
HU B CUMBOJIIYHIN CBiIOMOCTi YKpPalHCBKOTO Cy-
cnisibcTBa 3adikcyBasio ONUTYBaHHS, IPOBE/leHE
2015 poky, To6TO Yepes ecATb POKiB Mic/s nep-
II0TO MOHITOPUHTOBOTO “3pi3y”. Ha mepie micie
cepeJ; 0OpaHUX PECHOHJEHTAMH HaliOHaJbHUX
CUMBOJIIB BUMILIA, 3 MOKa3HUKOM 54.5%, TBOp-
YiCTb BeJIMKUX YKpPalHCbKUX NUCbMEHHUKIB i
MuTLiB. Ha fpyre micue nepemictuiacd, 3i 3Ha4-
HUM 3HIKeHHAM (1o 43.8%), [lepemora B /[lpy-
ri cBiToBi BiliHi. TpeTe Micue mocina, Maibxe
3 TaKUM CaMHUM MNoOKa3HUKOM (42.2%), icTtopis
YKpalHCBKOI'0 KO3aLlTBa.
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Dynamics of Ukrainians’ Perceptions of National
Symbols as a Reflection of Resistance to Russian

Aggression

A significant, almost twofold increase in
the number of respondents who chose the
history of the Ukrainian Cossacks as a national
symbol indicated that in the context of Russia's
encroachment on Ukraine’s territorial integrity,
the symbolic consciousness of Ukrainians began
to acquire a more distinct historical (referring
to the depths of national history) and military
orientation. Signs of a military orientation of
symbolic consciousness were also evident in the
almost threefold (from 8.1% to 23.4%) increase
in the number of respondents who identified the
Armed Forces of Ukraine and their victories in
the then-localized Russian-Ukrainian war as a
national symbol (a source of national pride).

The frequency of choosing other Ukraine-
centered symbolic objects has also increased:
the highest achievements of Ukrainian folk
art (from 28.1% to 37.7%), the Declaration of
Independence of Ukraine in 1991 (from 23.1%
to 32.7%), international recognition of Ukraine
in the modern world (from 17. 3% to 24.2%), the
struggle of Ukrainian human rights defenders
against the totalitarian regime (18.4% to 21.6%),
the activities of Ukrainian national liberation
movement leaders at the beginning of the
twentieth century (12.9% to 17.4%), the history
of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army’s creation and
struggle (5.8% to 15.2%). More than a third of
respondents (36.4%) chose the Revolution of
Dignity in 2013-2014, which was included in the
list for the first time as a national symbol. Although
there was a significant decrease in the number
of those who attached symbolic importance to
the Orange Revolution (from 31.5% to 13.2%),
the overall increase in the number of Ukraine-
centered symbols was evident. At the same time,
the frequency of choosing such a symbolic object
of the Soviet era as the postwar reconstruction of
the national economy in the 1940s has noticeably
decreased (from 26.4% to 20.9%). At the same
time, the symbolic space of society has become
less sparse and more meaningful: the average
frequency of choosing symbolic objects has
increased to 4.8 units. The number of respondents
who did not make up their minds fell to 6.1%.

Similar trends were confirmed by a survey
conducted in 2018. The number of creative
achievements of great Ukrainian writers and
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[cToTHEe, Maiike JBOKpaTHe 36i/1bLIEHHS 4aCT-
KM OMUTAHUX, KOTPi BUOUPAIOTh SIK HALiOHA/b-
HUW CUMBOJI iCTOpil0 yKpaiHCbKOr0 KO3allTBa,
CBiZIUMJIO, 1[0 B yMOBax, KoJsiv Pocisa 3a3ixHysia Ha
TepUTOpiaJIbHY LiJiCHICTh YKpaiHW, CUMBOJIiY-
Ha CBiJloMicTb yKpaiHI[iB Io4aJia HabyBaTU BU-
pasHilmoi K icTopuyHoi (3BepHEeHOI [0 IJIMOUH
HallioHa/IbHOI icTopii), Tak i MijmiTapHOI crnps-
MOBaHOCTi. O3HaKU MiJiTapHOI COPAMOBAHOCTI
CHMBOJIIYHOI CBiZJOMOCTI MPOSIBUJIUCH i B Malke
TpukpaTtHoMy (Big 8.1% go 23.4%) 3pocrtanHi
YaCTKHU PECIOH/IeHTiB, KOTpi ifeHTudiKyBaiu K
Hal[ioOHaJIbHUM CUMBOJ (IIpeaMeT HallioHaJIbHOi
ropaocti) 36poliHi cuay YkpaiHu Ta iXHi 3BUTS-
Td B TOZAI e JIOKaJIbHIN pocilicbKo-yKpalHCbKil
BiliHI.

[ligBuIMIacs yacToTa BUGOPY U iHIIKUX yKpai-
HOLEHTPOBAHMUX CUMBOJIIYHHX 06'EKTIB: BEpIINH-
HUX JJOCATHEHb YKPalHCbKOI HapOAHOI TBOPYOCTI
(Biz 28.1% o 37.7%), nporosiomieHHs: Hesanex-
HocTi Ykpainu y 1991 poui (Big 23.1% mo 32.7%),
Mi>KHapOZHOTO BU3HAHHA YKpaiHHA B Cy4YaCHOMY
cBiti (Big 17.3% po 24.2%), 6opoTbbu yKpaiH-
CbKHUX MPaBO3aXUCHUKIB MPOTHU TOTAJITApPHOTO
pexxumy (Big 18.4% gpo 21.6%), pisiibHOCTI BU-
JAaTHUX TMPOBIJAHUKIB yKpPaiHCbKOTO HaliOHaJlb-
HO-BU3BOJIbHOTO pyXy mo4yaTKy XX cT. (Bix 12.9%
o 17.4%), ictopii ctBopeHHs Ta 60poThbu YIIA
(Bix 5.8% pno 15.2%). llonag TpeTHHY omuTa-
Hux (36.4%) o6pasv sIK HaliOHAJbHUN CUMBOJI
ylepile BBeJeHy A0 crnucKy PeBosronito 'igHOCTI
2013-2014 pokiB. [ xo4a BogHOYAC iCTOTHO MO-
MeHIIaJI0 THUX, XTO HaJa€ CUMBOJIIYHOTO 3Ha-
yeHHs [lomapaHueBii peBoJtonii (Big 31.5% mo
13.2%), 3arasibHe MiABUINEHHS “NUTOMOI Baru”
YKpaiHOLEHTPOBAaHUX CUMBOJIB 6yJI0 04YeBUJ-
HUM. HaToMicTb NOMITHO 3HM3UJIACA YacTOTA BU-
0OPY TAKOI'0 CHMBOJIIYHOT'0 00’€KTa paJIsTHCbKOTO
Jacy, sIK IOBOEHHA Bi/i6y/[0Ba HAPOJHOTO TOCIO-
nmapctBa B 1940-x pokax (Big 26.4% m0 20.9%).
[Ipy ybOMYy CUMBOJIIYHUN NPOCTIp CycHiJbCTBa
CTaB MEHUI pO3pi/PKeHUM, 3MICTOBHO HAaCUY€eHi-
muM - 10 4.8 oAUHULb 3pOcC/a CepesHs 4acTo-
Ta BUGOPY CHMBOJIIYHUX OG'EKTIB. A KiJIbKIiCTb
PEeCIIOH/IeHTiB, 1[0 He BU3HAYUJIUCS 3 BUGOPOM,
ynaJja 0 6.1%.

AnasorivyHi TeHAeHLil NigTBepAUIO U ONUTY-
BaHH#, 37ilicHeHe 2018 poky. 3pocsa e 6ib-
me “nutoMa Bara’ TBOPYHUX 3/700YTKIB BEJIMKHUX
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artists has increased even more (to 56.5%), the
history of the Ukrainian Cossacks (to 47.0%), the
Independence of Ukraine proclaimed in 1991 (to
37.4%), the Armed Forces of Ukraine and their
victories in the Russian-Ukrainian war (to 32.3%),
the struggle of Ukrainian human rights activists
(to 24.0%), and the activities of Ukrainian national
liberation movement leaders (to 21.9%). The
volunteer movement caused by the war gained a
significant symbolic load (36.0%). The frequency
of choosing the achievements of Ukrainian
athletes reached a record level - the highest for the
entire period of previous and future observations
(48.0%).

The Victory in World War Il also slightly
strengthened its position (up to 46.7%).
However, it still gave way not only to the creative
achievements of writers and artists but also
to sports achievements. At the same time, the
proportion of respondents who considered
the reconstruction of the national economy in
the 1940s and the glorification of Soviet-era
production leaders to be a matter of national pride
was slowly but steadily decreasing. However,
Ukraine-centered symbols also suffered some
losses: the frequency of choosing the Orange
Revolution (to 10.9%) and the Revolution of
Dignity (to 28.4%) decreased. However, the overall
ratio of symbolic preferences of Ukrainians, as in
the previous survey, was undoubtedly in favor
of Ukraine-centered symbols. The level of object
(content) saturation of the symbolic space also
continued to increase. On average, there were 5.4
selected symbolic objects per respondent.

The following survey, conducted in 2021,
yielded both expected and unexpected results.
The general configuration of Ukrainians’ symbolic
preferences remained the same. Respondents
continued to prioritize the creative achievements
of great Ukrainian writers and artists and the
history of the Ukrainian Cossacks among national
symbols. Significant trends of steady growth in
the rates of identification of the Independence of
Ukraine proclaimed in 1991 and the Armed Forces
of Ukraine and their victories in the Russian-
Ukrainian war as national symbols have become
apparent, probably the most significant in terms
of national identity formation. These symbolic
objects accounted for 42.8% and 36.4% of the
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YKpaiHCbKUX MUCbMEHHUKIB i MUTLIB (70 56.5%),
icTopii ykpaiHcbkoro ko3anTtsa (7o 47.0%), npo-
roJsiomeHoi B 1991 poui HesanexxHocTi YkpaiHu
(mo 37.4%), 36poiiHuX cUJ YKpaiHU Ta IXHiX 3BU-
TAT Y POCifcbKO-yYKpaiHChKil BiliHI (10 32.3%),
0OpPOTHOM YKpaiHCBKUX MPaBO3axXUCHUKIB (10
24.0%), [isABHOCTI BUAATHUX NPOBIAHUKIB
YKpalHCBhKOr'0 HalioHaJbHO-BU3BOJIBHOTO PYyXy
(mo 21.9%). Baromoro cMMBOJIIYHOTO HaBaHTa-
>KeHHSI HabyB CIPUYMHEHHUH BiHOI BOJIOHTEP-
cbKUM pyXx (36.0%). CArHysia peKopAHOTO piBHSA
- HaWBUIOrO 3a Bechb Mnepioj nomnepeHix i mai-
OYTHIX CIIOCTepeXeHb — 4acTOTa BUOGOPY JOCAT-
HeHb yKpaiHCbKUX criopTcMeHiB (48.0%).

Jlemo nocusniaa 6ysa cBoi mosunii Takox Ile-
pemora B Jlpyriii cBiTOBIH BiliHi (710 46.7%). [IpoTe
BOHAa BCe O/IHO NOCTyMNaJiacd NepllicTIo He TiJIbKU
TBOPYUM 37100yTKaM MUCbMEHHUKIB i MUTIIiB, a !
CIIOPTUBHUM [JlOCATHEHHAM. BogHO4Yac MOBIJIBHO,
ajie HEYXUJIbHO 3MEHIIYBaJMUCA YaCTKU pPeCloH-
JEeHTIB, 9Ki BBakaJIu NMpeAMETOM HalLiOHaJIbHOI
rop/ZlocTi BiAGy10By HapOJHOTO roclnoAapcTBa B
1940-x pokax i mopudikoBaHUX 32 pPaJITHCBKUX
YaciB nepeoBUKiB BUpoOHUITBA. lllonpaBaa, ae-
AKX BTPAT 3a3Ha/lu U yKpaiHOIleHTPOBaHi CUM-
BOJIM: 3MEHIIWJAcs 4acToTa BUGOpy sk [loma-
pan4eBoi peBouttonii (10 10.9%), Tak i PeBosttomii
ligHocti (mo 28.4%). Ane 3arajibHe CIiBBiJHO-
IIEHHSI CUMBOJIIYHUX TpedepeHIlii yKpaiHIliB, K
i iy yac monepeAHbOTO ONMUTYBaHHS, 6€3CYMHIB-
HO CKJaJa/Jocd Ha KOPUCTb YKpaiHOLeHTpOBa-
HOI CMMBOJIIKKA. TpUBa/io TaKOX JaJjiblie MiJiBU-
IIeHHs PiBHS 00’'€KTHOI (3MiCTOBOI) HACUYEHOCTI
CUMBOJIIYHOTO npocTopy. Ha ogHoOro pecrnoxzen-
Ta MPUNAJAN0 BXe B cepeiHbOMY 5.4 BUGpaHUX
CUMBOJIIYHUX 06 EKTIB.

HactynHe onutyBaHH4, npoBegeHe 2021 poky,
JaJio fIK OYiKyBaHi, TaK i HeO4iKyBaHi pe3yJsbTa-
TH. 3arajibHa KOH}irypatlisi CAMBOJIiYHUX pede-
peHIiH yKpaiHLiB 36epiranacs. [IpiopuTeTHi Mic-
g cepe/, HalliOHAJIbHUX CUMBOJIIB PECIIOH/IEHTH
W fasi BiABOAMIM TBOPUYUM 3400yTKAM BEJIUKHUX
YKpalHCbKUX NMMCbMEHHUKIB i MUTLIB Ta icTOpil
YKpalHCbKOr0 KO3alTBa. YBUPA3HUJIMUCA iCTOTHI,
HaleBHe HaW3HaYyllilli 3 MOTJIAAY CTaHOBJEH-
HsS HaljiOHaJIbHOI CaMOCBiJOMOCTi, TeHJeHIil
CTIKOTO 3pOCTaHHS IOKa3HWKIB igeHTHOIKa-
Uil AK HaLiOHaJIbLHUX CUMBOJIIB NPOT0JIOLIEHOI
y 1991 poui He3anexxHocTi Ykpainu i 36poiHUX
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choices, respectively.

However, contrary to expectations, the
symbolic space did not acquire a semantic unity on
aregional basis, i.e., it did not become national. No
single object was perceived as a national symbol
by the absolute majority (more than half) of
respondents in all regions of Ukraine. For example,
in the South, the Victory in World War II (61.5%)
and the achievements of Ukrainian athletes
(57.0%) were most highly valued. The Revolution
of Dignity, the history of the Ukrainian Insurgent
Army’s creation and struggle, and the struggle
of Ukrainian human rights activists against the
totalitarian regime were much more popular
in the Western and Central regions than in the
Eastern and Southern regions. The history of the
Ukrainian Cossacks was much more appreciated
by residents of the Central and Eastern regions
(52.2% and 50.7%, respectively) than those of the
Western and Southern regions (38.1% and 39.3%,
respectively). Those who lived in the Central and
Southern regions (42.6% and 40.0%, respectively)
saw the highest achievements of Ukrainian folk
art as the national symbol much more often
than those who lived in the West (36.6%) and
especially in the East (22.4%). In addition, in the
East, the number of respondents who recognized
the Independence of Ukraine proclaimed in 1991
as the national symbol was only 20.9%, which is
half the number of the sample as a whole.

Yet the biggest surprise was that there was
no expected increase in the object saturation of
the symbolic space. On the contrary, there was
a general decrease in the frequency of choosing
symbols of all types. The most significant decrease,
which we highlighted in our previous publications,
was experienced by materialized symbols. At the
same time, the frequency of selection of some
symbolic objects of the dramatized type, which
had previously occupied priority places or at least
were selected much more often than others, also
decreased.

First of all, there has been a sharp drop in
the rating of the Victory in World War 11, which
was chosen by just over 29% of respondents
(compared to almost 47% in 2018). Moreover,
even in the age cohort of those aged 56 and older,
the number of those who identified it as a source
of national pride was only 35.2%. This percentage
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cus YKpaiHH, iXHiX 3BUTAT Y pPOCiMCbKO-yKpaiH-
CbKiM BiliHi. Ha i cuMBoJTiuHI 06’€KTH mpuUnaJio,
BigmoBizHO, 42.8% i 36.4% BUGOPIB.

OpHak, ycyneped 04iKyBaHHSIM, CUMBOJIIYHUN
npocTip He HabyB 3MicToBOI €QHOCTiI 3a perio-
HaJIbHOI0 03HAKOl0, TOOTO He CTaB 3arajbHOHA-
nioHa/sbHUM. He 6yJ0 *KOZHOT0 06’€KTA, IKUUM OU
CIpuiMaBcs 32 Hal[iOHAJIbHUH CUMBOJI a6COJIOT-
HOW OGisblIicTI0O (MMOHAA MOJIOBUHOIO) PECIOH-
JEHTIB y BCiX perioHax Ykpainu. Tak, Ha IliBaHI
HalBulle nouiHoByBaau Ilepemory B /pyriit
cBiToBiN BilHI (61.5%) i AoCcsrHeHHS yKpaiHCh-
kux crnoptcMmeHiB (57.0%). PeBouronis TigHocTi,
icTopisi cTBopeHHs Ta 60poTb6u YIIA, 6opoTh6a
YKpalHCbKUX IPAaBO3aXUCHUKIB IPOTH TOTaJiTap-
HOTO peXxuMy O0yJiu HabaraTto, y 4-6 pasiB, mory-
JApHIIMMHU B 3axigHoMy i LleHTpasbHOMY pe-
rioHax, Hixk y CxigHoMmy Ta IliBgeHHOMy. IcTOpito
YKpalHChKOr'0 KO3alTBa MOLIHOBYBaJU 3HA4YHO
6isbiie MemkaHmni llenTpanbHoro i CxigHoro pe-
rioHiB (52.2% i 50.7%, BignmoBigHO0), Hi>k 3axigHO-
ro Ta [liBgenHoro (38.1% i 39.3%, BianoBiAHO). A
y BEPUIMHHUX 3/100yTKaX YKpaiHCbKOI HapoIHOI
TBOPYOCTi B6aYa/IM HallioHAJIbLHUUA CUMBOJI iCTOT-
HO 4acrTille Ti, XTO MewKaB y lleHTpasibHOMY i
[liBpeHHoMy perioHax (42.6% i 40.0%, BiznoBiz-
HO), HiX MemKaHli 3axony (36.6%) i TuM nave
Cxony (22.4%). Oxpim Toro, Ha Cxo/ii yacTKa Onu-
TaHUX, KOTPi BU3HaBa/M 3a HallilOHAJIbHUW CUM-
BoJI nporoJsiomieHy B 1991 poui HesanexHicTb
Ykpainuy, craHoBuisa Jsuiie 20.9%, To6To BABidi
MeHIIle, Hi’k 3arajioM 3a BUGipKO}Io.

Ta HaNOiIBIIO HECIIOiBAaHKO CTaJIO T€, 110
He Bifi0yJsiocs O4iKyBaHOTO MiJIBUILIEHHS 00'€EKT-
HOI HACMY€HOCTi CUMBOJIIYHOTO nIpocTopy. HaBna-
KU, CIIOCTepirasocs 3arajibHe 3HWXKEHHSA 4aCTOTH
BUOOPY CHMMBOJIB ycix TuniB. HaklicToTHimoro
3HWKEHH$, Ha fIKe MU 3BepTaJlu yBary y CBOiX o-
nepejHix Ny6JTiKallisx, 3a3Ha/Id MaTepiasaizoBaHi
cuMmBoJH. [IpoTe 3HM3WIACA YacTOoTa BUGOPY U
JlesIKUX CHMBOJIIYHUX 00’EKTIB ApaMaTHU30BaHOTO
TUIY, 110 NOCiJaJu AOTH NMPIOPUTETHI MicUd 4u
NpUHAWMHI 0O6MpasiMcs 3HAYHO 4YacTille BiJ iH-
111070:4

Hacamnepep ctanocst 06BasibHe Na/jiHHS peu-
TUHTY [lepemoru B /lpyriii cBiTOBiH BiliHI, IKY 06-
pasiy 3arajioM JieJib Gisbine 29% pecrnoH/IeHTIB
(mpotu maitxke 47% y 2018 poui). [Ipuyomy Ha-
BiTh y BiKOBi#l koropTi 56 pokiB i cTapiie 4yacTka
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was also relatively small in most regions: 21.5%
in the West, 31.3% in the Central, and 20.4% in
the East. Only more than 60% of the residents of
the South, as previously mentioned, gave priority
to the Victory in the last war. Meanwhile, the
frequency of choosing those symbols that can
hardly be considered inherited from the Soviet
past has also decreased. For example, the number
of respondents who chose the achievements of
Ukrainian athletes has decreased significantly (to
38.8%).

At the time, we noted that this unexpected
decline in the popularity of several symbolic
objects was due to “reasons that have not been
fully understood” (Sliusarevskyi, 2021a: 20). Now
we are inclined to think that perhaps these were
the first signs of a new stage in the transformation
of the symbolic consciousness of Ukrainians,
which was marked later, after the full-scale
Russian invasion.

In the second year of the full-scale war (in
September 2023), the Armed Forces of Ukraine
and their military victories confidently came out
on top among national symbols. The number of
respondents who see them as a source of national
pride has increased dramatically - from 36.4%
to 57.3%. The second place was given to the
Ukrainian volunteer movement, which effectively
helps the army and affected civilians: the share
of those who see it as a national symbol has also
increased significantly - from 33.7% to 52.4%. In
addition, the frequency of choices in favor of the
proclamation of Ukraine’s independence in 1991
continued to increase (from 42.8% to 45.5%).
A new symbolic priority for Ukrainians is the
international recognition of our country in the
modern world, which has become much more
pronounced in the context of heroic resistance
to full-scale Russian aggression. It was chosen
by 43.1% of respondents (compared to 24.1% in
2021).

Under these circumstances, it would be logical
to expect an increase in the frequency of choosing
those symbolic objects that are most closely
related to the historical memory of the people,
especially its military aspects. “Today, during the
bloody war with the Russian aggressor, when, as
in the period of the most significant trials of our
nation, Ukrainians unite to defend their native
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THUX, XTO ileHTUdiKyBaB ii K mpeiMeT HallioOHaJIb-
Hoi ropaocTi, craHoBua Jivine 35.2%. [opiBHS-
HO HEBEJIMKOI Il 4acTKa Oysna ¥ y 6inbliocTi
perioHiB: y 3axiaHomy - 21.5%, LleHTpasibHOMY —
31.3%, y CxigHomy — 20.4%. I Tinbku nonaz 60%
MelKaHUiB IliBgHA, AK nmonepesHbO 3a3HA4Y€HO,
BigmaBasiu nepiuicte [lepemMo3i B MUHYJIIN BiliHi.
Aute 3HM3UIIacH YacTOTa BUGOPY ¥ THUX CUMBOJIIB,
AKi HaBpA/J, Y4 MOXKHA BBaXKaTH yCMaJKOBAaHUMU
3 paZisHCbKOTO MUHYJ0T0. Tak, BeJIbMHU iCTOTHO
(mo 38.8%) 3MeHIIMIACSA KiJIBKICTh ONMUTAHUX,
KOTPi 06MpaloTh AOCATHEHHS YKPAIHChKUX CIIOP-
TCMEHIB.

Mu Toxi 3a3Havyasu 3 NMPUBOAY TAKOTO Hec-
MO/iBaHOTr 0 3HMXKEHHA PIBHA MONYJISPHOCTI LiJ101
HU3KH CUMBOJIIYHUX 00’EKTIB, 1110 BOHO Bif0ys10CA
3 “He J10 KiHIA 3’sicoBaHux npu4yuH” (Ciarocapes-
cbkui, 2021a: 20). Tenep cXuasseEMocs 0 AYMKH,
1110, MOXJINBO, TO OY/IM Mepili 03HAKH TOTO HO-
BOTO eTamny TpaHcopMaliii CMMBOJIiYHOI CBizo-
MOCTI YKpaiHIiB, IKMX 03HAYMUBCS 3TOA0M — Mic/Is
MOBHOMACIITAGHOI0 POCIMCHKOT0 BTOPTHEHHS.

Ha gpyromy poui moBHoMacmTabHoi BiHU (Y
BepecHi 2023 p.) Ha meplie Micle cepej Hario-
HaJIbHUX CUMBOJIIB yII€BHEHO BUHIJIN 36pOMHI
cuJsiM YKpaiHu Ta ixHi 60HoBi 3BUTATH. KisIbKicTb
OMUTAHUX, 110 B6AYAIOTh y HUX MpeAMeT Halio-
HaJIbHOI TOpPJIOCTi, CTPUOKOMOAIGHO 3pociaa -
Big 36.4% nmo 57.3%. [lpyre Miclle peCiOHIEHTH
BiZiBe/ M yKpaiHCbKOMY BOJIOHTEPCBKOMY DYXY,
SIKMU ZIiEBO AONIOMAarae BiCbKY i MOCTpaXkAaJauM
[MBIJIbHUM TPOMajisiHaM: YacTKa THUX, XTO BOa-
ya€e B HbOMY HalliOHaJIbHUM CUMBOJI, T€X iCTOT-
HO 3pocaa - Big 33.7% go 52.4%. OxkpiM TorO,
TPUBAJIO MiABUILEHHS YacTOTU BUOOPIB Ha KO-
pucthb nporoJsiomieHHd B 1991 poui HesanexHocrTi
Ykpainu (Big 42.8% 10 45.5%). HoBum cumBotiu-
HUM IPIOPUTETOM YKpaiHLiB CTaJI0 Mi>KHApOAHE
BH3HAHHSA HalIOl Jlep>KaBy B Cy4aCHOMY CBITi, 110
3HA4YHO YBUPA3HHUJIOCH B yMOBaxX repoidyHOro omno-
py moBHOMacIITa6HiK pociiicekiit arpecii. Horo
ob6panu 43.1% onutanux (mpotu 24.1% y 2021
pori).

Ha upomy Tu1i sioriuHO 6yJi0 6 OYiKyBaTH 3pO-
CTaHHS 4YacTOTU BUOGOPY W THX CHUMBOJIIYHUX
00’eKTiB, 1[0 HAMOI/NBIIOK Mipol NOB’s3aHi 3
icTopu4YHOK NMaM'ITTI0O HaApoAy, NepeayciMm 3 ii
MiJiTapHUMHU acneKTaMu. “‘CbOrofHi, B 4ac Kpu-
BaBOi BiHM 3 POCIHCbKUM arpecopom, KoJiy, siK
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land, along with the most modern weapons,
each of us has a particularly saving talisman:
the historical memory of the Motherland!”, the
famous Ukrainian historian V. Serhiychuk writes.
“It is this memory that connects us with the
traditions of our ancestors from the times of Rus,
the Zaporizhzhia Cossacks, the national liberation
struggle of 1917-1921 and World War I, the
glorious sixties, and the Rukh movement during
Gorbachov’s Perestroika” (Serhiychuk, 2024).

However, as our survey showed, the expected
actualization of historical memory in the symbolic
space of Ukrainian society in the second year of
the full-scale war was not observed. Moreover,
the frequency of choosing such Ukrainian-
centered symbols as the history of the Ukrainian
Cossacks (from 47.2% to 37.1%) and the highest
achievements of Ukrainian folk art (from 35.3% to
29.8%) has significantly decreased. Respondents
also chose less frequently the activities of
Ukrainian national liberation movement leaders
at the beginning of the twentieth century (21.9%),
as well as the Victory in World War II (21.0%) and
the achievements of Ukrainian athletes (30.7%).
There was no increase in the popularity of other
symbols.

Thus, although the average frequency of
choosing symbolic objects, i.e., the symbolic
involvement of Ukrainians, has not changed
compared to the previous “cut” of the monitoring,
the total number of objects chosen by them has,
however, become smaller, as most of the choices
were made for the symbols that took the first place
- primarily the Armed Forces and the volunteer
movement. As a result, the symbolic preferences of
Ukrainian citizens became more unanimous and,
at the same time, more monotonous and content-
poor. There was a reduction of the symbolic
consciousness of society to military-patriotic,
mainly military content limited to the challenges
of war. In our opinion, this reduction was caused
by people’s stressful reactions to the war, which
turned their lives upside down. Being in a state of
acute stress, Ukrainians, whose consciousness was
sharply narrowed, chose national symbols mainly
on the principle of here-and-now, without looking
for a point of support either in their historical past
or in any other interests outside the sphere of war.

At the same time, despite the tendency for

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International (CC BY 4.0)

ISSN 2664-6005

INSIGHT

The Psychological Dimentions
of Society Kaersn
University

i B mepiog HaMb6iMbII 3HAMEHHUX BUIPOOYBaHb
Hamoi Hanii, ykpaiHili 06’€HYIOTbCI HABKOJIO
3aXUCTy PiHOI 3eMJii, mopsJ 3 Halcy4dacHilowo
36pOEI0 KOXKHUHM 3 HAaC Ma€ 0COBJUBO PSATIBHUHI
00epir: icropuyHy nam’siTb baTbKiBUMHU! - TH1IIE
BigjoMuil ykpaincbkui ictopuk B. Cepriituyk.- Le
BOHA 3B’s3y€ HAC KMBOIO HUTKOIO 3 TPAAULISIMU
npeakiB 3 4yaciB Pyci, 3anopo3pkoro kKosaiTBa,
HalliOHaJIbHO-BU3BOJIbHOI 60poTh6u 1917-1921
pokiB i [lpyroi cBiTOBOI BiliHH, C/IaBHOTO IIiCTAe-
CATHUIITBA, PYyXiBCbKOI0 MOCTYMy B Yacu ropba-
4oBCbKoOi nepebynoBu” (Ceprifiuyk, 2024).

[IpoTe, 4K MoOKasajo Halle ONUTYyBaHHS,
croAiBaHoOi akTyasisanii icropuyHoi mam’siTi B
CHUMBOJIIYHOMY MPOCTOPI YKPAIHCbKOT'O CYCIiJib-
CTBa Ha J[pyroMy polli MOBHOMAcCUITAaOHOI BiHHHU
He criocTtepirajocs. bisbuie Toro, icTOTHO 3HU3U-
Jlacsl 4acToTa BUOOpPY TaKHUX yKpalHOLEHTpOBa-
HUX CUMBOJIIB, K iICTOpifl yKpalHCbKOT'0 KO3aLTBa
(Big 47.2% npo 37.1%) i BepuIMHHI JOCATHEHHS
yKpaiHCbKOi HapoaHoi TBopyocTi (Bix 35.3% mo
29.8%). Piguie o6upanu pecnioHAEHTH U Aisiib-
HICTh BUJATHUX NMPOBIJHUKIB YKPAiHCbKOIO Ha-
LIOHAJIbHO-BU3BOJIBHOTO pyxy Nno4yaTKy XX CT.
(21.9%), a Takox I[lepemory B /[lpyriii cBiTOBiH
BiiiHi (21.0%) Ta jocAiTHEHHS YKPaiHCbKUX CIIOP-
TcMmeHiB (30.7%). He mpocrexyBasiocs miaBuU-
IleHHS MONMYJISAPHOCTI ¥ pellTH CUMBOJIIB.

OTxe, xo4ya cepefiHs 4acTOTa BUOOpPY CHUM-
BOJIIYHUX OO6EKTIB, TOOTO CHMBOJIiYHA 3aJy-
YEeHICTh YKpaiHLiB, NOPIiBHAHO 3 NONepesHIM
“3pi3oM” MOHITOPUHTY He 3MiHMJIACS, 3arajbHa
KiJIbKiCTb BUOMpPAHUX HUMU OO’E€KTIB cTaja, Of-
HaK, MEHIIO, a/pKe GiJbIIicTh BUGOPIB MpuIia-
JaJia Ha Ti CMMBOJIH, 1110 MOCIJIU Nepiui MicLd — ne-
penyciM Ha 36pOHHI CUJIM Ta BOJIOHTEPCHKUU PYX.
AK Hacmigok, TofimHI cuMBoOJTiYHI pedepeHil
rpoMajisiH YKpaiHH CcTaJiu GiJibIl OAHOCTAWHUMH
i BogHoYac 6isibIl OJHOMaHITHHUMHM, 3MiCTOBHO
36imfHeHMMHU. BinOynacsa peaykiliss cMMBOJIIYHOL
CBifoMoOCTi cycnizibcTBa [0 BiliCbKOBO-MaTpio-
TUYHOTO, TEPEeBaXXHO MIJITApHOTO KOHTEHTY,
06MeXeHOr0 BUKJIMKAaMU BiliHU. Ha Hamy aymKky,
TaKy peAyKLilo COpUYMHIOBAJIO CTPECOBe peary-
BaHH# JIlOJlel Ha BOEHHE JIMXO0JIITTS, 1110 IepeBep-
HYJIO 3 HiT Ha rOJIOBY Bce ixHE KUTTS. [lepebyBaro-
YU B CTaHI TOCTPOTO CTPeCy, yKpalHLii, CBiIOMIiCTb
SIKUX Pi3KO0 3By3HWJIacs1, pOOUIM BUOIp HallioOHAJIb-
HUX CHMBOJIIB 3/1€6i/IbIIOr0 38 TPUHIIUIIOM TYT-
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unanimity in choices, the symbolic space of society
has not been wholly leveled on a regional basis.
As before, there was not a single symbolic object
that would be chosen by the absolute majority of
residents of all regions. In the Southern region,
less than half of the respondents chose the Armed
Forces (44.5%), and in the Eastern region - the
volunteer movement (48.2%). The regional
indicators of object saturation of the symbolic
space differed significantly: West - 5.7; Center -
6.4; East - 4.0; South - 4.3.

A fundamentally different picture was
demonstrated by a survey conducted in September
2024, when the third year of the war crossed the
equator. The Armed Forces of Ukraine and their
victories remained in the first place, with an
even higher score (66.6%). At the same time, the
works of great Ukrainian writers and artists have
regained their priority position, ranking second
with 54.9%. More than half of the respondents
also chose the Declaration of Independence
of Ukraine in 1991 (53.7%) and the volunteer
movement (51.4%). The number of respondents
proud of Ukraine’s international recognition has
not significantly decreased (41.9%).

Compared to the previous year, the frequency
of choosing symbols related in one way or another
to the actualization of historical memory has
significantly increased: the history of the Ukrainian
Cossacks (44.5%), the highest achievements
of Ukrainian folk art (40.6%), the struggle of
Ukrainian human rights activists against the
totalitarian regime (36.0%), the activities of
Ukrainian national liberation movement leaders
(28.4%), the Victory in World War II (27.1%), the
history of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army’s creation
and struggle (26.6%). At the same time, the
average frequency of choosing symbolic objects
increased significantly (from 5.3 to 6.4). There was
not a single object whose index did not improve at
least a little or turned out to be significantly worse
than the previous year. We emphasize: not a single
object! Nothing like this has been observed since
the start of the monitoring.

So, as we can see, the symbolic preferences
of Ukrainians have now become not only more
unanimous but also more diverse and richer in
content. This gives grounds to talk about the
regeneration of the symbolic consciousness of
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i-Tenep, He LIYKalOYd TOYKU ONOPH Hi B CBOEMY
ICTOpUYHOMY MUHYJIOMY, Hi B »KOJAHMX IHIIUX iH-
Tepecax, 10 JeXXaTh no3a cheporo BilHU.
BosHouyac, monpyu TeHJEHLi0 10 OAHOCTaM-
HOCTi BUOOpPiB, CUMBOJIIYHUH MPOCTIp CycCHib-
CTBa TaK i He BUPIBHABCA OCTAaTOYHO 3a pe-
rioHaJibHOIO O3Hakow. flk 1 paHime, He 6yJsO
>KOJHOTO CHUMBOJIIYHOrO 06’€KTa, AKUH O6U 06HU-
pasia abcoJII0THA GiI/IBLIICT MEIIKaHIIB yCix pe-
rioHiB. Y [liBJjeHHOMY perioHi MeHIlIe NMOJOBUHU
onuTaHux 06pasu 36poriHi cuiu (44.5%), y Cxifa-
HOMY - BOJIOHTEPCbKHH pyx (48.2%). [loMiTHO
PI3HUJIMCA TIPU LbOMY perioHa/ibHi MOKa3HUKH
00’€KTHOI HACHUYEHOCTi CUMBOJIIYHOTO MPOCTOPY:
3axig - 5.7; LlenTp - 6.4; Cxin — 4.0; [liBgeHb - 4.3.
[I[pyHLOMIIOBO iHIYy KapTHHY NPOAEMOHCTpPY-
BaJIM JaHi ONUTYBaHHA, IPOBEJEHOr0 Y BEePECHI
2024 pokKy, KoJIM NIepeTHYB €KBATOp yKe TpeTii
pik BiliHU. Ha mepuioMy Micy, 3i 1ie BHUILUM M0-
Ka3HUKOM, 3aJUIIUINCA 306poiHi cuin YKpaiHu
Ta ixHi 3BUTATH (66.6%). BosgHOovac BigHOBHIIA
CBOI MNpIOPUTETHI MO3UILii TBOPYICTh BEJIHUKHX
YKpalHCbKUX MUCbMEHHHUKIB | MUTLIB, L0 NOCiIa
JApyre Micue - 3 nokasHukoMm 54.9%. [lonag mo-
JIOBUHY ONIMTAaHUX 06PAIH TAKOXK MPOTOJIOLIEHHS
HeszanexxHocti Ykpainu y 1991 poui (53.7%) i Bo-
JoHTepcbKUl pyx (51.4%). [cTOTHO He 3MeHIIHU-
Jlacsl KIJIBKICTb ONUTAHUX, AKI NUIIAKTbCA MiX-
HapoJHWUM BU3HAHHAM YKpainu (41.9%).
[TopiBHAHO 3 MONIEpeHIM POKOM CyTTEBO 3pOC-
Jla 4acToTa BUOOPY CHMBOJIIB, MOB’SI3aHUX TaK
Y4 iHaKIIe 3 aKTyaJli3alielo icToOpu4YHOl mam’sTi:
icTopii ykpaiHcbkoro ko3ainTsa (44.5%), BeplnH-
HUX JJOCATHEHb YKPalHCbKOI HapOAHOI TBOPYOCTI
(40.6%), 60poTb6U YKpaAIHCBKUX MPaBO3axHC-
HUKIB MpoTHU ToTasiTapHoro pexumy (36.0%),
JIAJIbHOCTI BUJAATHUX MPOBIJAHUKIB YKpPalHCHKO-
ro HalliOHAJILHO-BU3BOJILHOTO Pyxy (28.4%), Ile-
pemoru B /[lpyrii cBiToBi# BiliHiI (27.1%), icTopii
cTBOpeHHs Ta 60poThbu YIIA (26.6%). [Ipu 1ibo-
My 3HauHO (Bif 5.3 10 6.4) migBUIIMIACS cepeHs
4acToTa BUOOPY CUMBOJIIYHUX 06'EKTIB. | He O6yJ/10
’KOZHOT0 00’EKTA, MOKAa3HUK SIKOT'0 60/1al 61 Tpo-
XU He TMOJIIMIIMUBCS a60 BUSBUBCS I0CTOBIpPHO Tip-
WM, HDK nonepesHboro poky. Ilizkpeciaroemo:
»kogHoro o6’ekral PaHime, Bij moyaTKy MOHiTO-
PUHTY, HIY0TO MOAIGHOI0 HE CIIOCTepiraaocs.
OTxe, K 6a4MMO, CUMBOJIYHI NpedepeHIii
YKpaiHIiB Telep CTa/Ju He JiKlle OJHOCTAUHILIU-
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society and perhaps about (to borrow a political
economy term) its expanded reproduction.

It is also reasonable to assume that this
transformation of symbolic preferences indicates
that Ukrainian society is gradually recovering
from the state of psychological shock caused by
enemy aggression; that it is beginning to live a
full-fledged, in a sense, non-war life, despite the
fatigue from the war, the increased volume of
psychological trauma, and the negative reactions
of public opinion to current events, and is showing
- at the deepest levels of public consciousness -
tendencies to strengthen psychological resistance
to the adversity that has befallen it, to increase its
adaptive potential and ability to post-traumatic
growth. Therefore, it is possible that the negative
psychological consequences of the war may not
be as catastrophic for Ukrainian society as foreign
experts predict (Charlson et al., 2019; Kakaje et
al.,, 2021).

A sign of the new quality of the symbolic
consciousness of Ukrainians is also the acquisition
of signs of transregional unity. Finally, objects
perceived as national symbols by the vast majority
of residents of different regions have established
themselves in the symbolic space of society. In all
regions, more than half of the respondents chose
the Ukrainian army;, its victories, and the works of
great Ukrainian writers and artists. At the same
time, in each of the regions, the level of object
saturation of the symbolic space has increased
significantly, albeit to a different extent (Table 2).

However, there were also notable regional
differences. In the South, the achievements of
Ukrainian athletes (61.5%) and international
recognition of Ukraine in the modern world
(55.6%) ranked higher than national symbols.
This probably reflects the specifics of the
attitudes of the population there. The Southern
region’s prolonged attraction to this, so to speak,
extroverted symbolic plan suggests that it may be
a specific feature of the residents of this particular
region, who make their choices based on foreign
policy rather than domestic priorities. Probably,
the most important thing for them is how Ukraine
(its leaders, diplomats, athletes, etc.) is perceived
by the international community.

The symbolic preferences of residents of the
Central region differ the least from the sample
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MM, a ¥ pi3HOMaHITHIIIMMH, 3MiCTOBHO GaraTIIU-
Mu. lle fae nmificTaBu rOBOPUTH PO pereHepariro
CHMBOJIIYHOI CBIIOMOCTI CyCIiJIbCTBA, a, MOXJIU-
BO, i Mpo (3aM03UYMMO MOJITEKOHOMIYHUN Tep-
MiH) i po31uIMpeHe BiJTBOpEHHSI.

[IpaBoMipHO Tako0» MNPUNYCTUTH, L0 O3HAYe-
Ha TpaHchopMallisi CUMBOJIIYHUX TNpedepeHIin
CBiAYUTH NpPO MOCTYNOBUW BUXiJ YKpPaIHCHKO-
ro CyCHiJIbCTBA 3i CTAHy IMCUXOJIOTIYHOrO LIOKY,
CIPUYUHEHOr0 BOPOXOIO arpeci€ro; mpo Te, 110
BOHO BCyIeped BTOMi Bij BiliHU, 3pOCIUM 06CS-
raM INCUXOTPaBMyBaHHS | HEraTUBHUM peakLisiM
rpoMajCbKOl AYMKM Ha NOTOYHI MOZAIl MOYMHAE
)KUTH MOBHOQOpPMATHUM, Y NMEBHOMY CeHCi mo-
3aBOEHHUM, XKUTTAM i BUSBJISE — HA TJIMOMHHUX
PIBHAX CyCHiJIBHOI CBiIOMOCTI — TeHJeHILil mo-
CUJIEHHS TICHMXOJIOTIYHOI OMIpPHOCTI Herapaszam,
10 BUNAJM Ha HOro J0J0, MiZJBULIEHHS CBOTO
aZJalTUBHOTO MOTeHLjia/y 1 3aTHOCTiI A0 MOCT-
TpaBMaTUYHOI'0 3pPOCTaHHA. TOX He BUKJIIOYe-
HO, 1110 HeraTUBHI IICUXOJIOTiYHi HaC/JiIKH BiliHY,
MOXJIMBO, ¥ He OYAyTh TaKUMH KaTacTpodiuHu-
MU /1)1 YKPaiHCbKOTO CYCHiJIbCTBA, K 1€ IPOTHO-
3y10Th 3apy6ixkHi ¢axieui (Charlson et al.,, 2019;
Kakaje et al., 2021).

[IpukMeTO0 HOBOI AKOCTI CHUMBOJIIYHOI CBI-
JIOMOCTi yKpaiHIiB CTaJI0 TaKOX HaOyTTs HEH
O03HAK TpaHcperioHasbHOI €nHocTi. HapewmrTi B
CHUMBOJIIYHOMY MPOCTOPi CyCHJIbCTBA YTBEPAU-
JIUCcs 06'€KTH, 1[0 CIPUMMAIOTHCS SIK Hal[iOHAJb-
Hi CHMBOJIM a6COJIIOTHOIO OiJIBIIICTIO MEIIKaHILIiB
pi3HUX perioHiB. ¥ Bcix perioHax nmoHaj, moJio-
BUHY ONMHUTAHUX 00pa/ikd yKpaiHCbKe BiHCbKO Ta
HMOro 3BUTSATH i TBOPUICTh BEJIMKUX YKPAIHCbKUX
MUCbMEHHHUKIB Ta MUTLiB. [[py bOMY B KOXKHOMY
3 perioHiB CyTTEBO, X04 i pi3HOK Mipolo, MiJBU-
IIMBCS pPiBeHb 00’€KTHOI HACMYEHOCTi CUMBOJIIY-
Horo npocTopy (Tab.. 2).

[Ipote 36epersivch i mOMITHI perioHasbHI
BigMiHHOCTI. Ha IliBAHI mepiui Micugd, BULLI HiX
y 3arajJlbHOHaLliOHAJIbHUX CHMBOJIIB, [IOCIIN J0-
CATHEHHSI YKpaiHCbKUX crnopTcMeHiB (61.5%)
I MDKHapoJHe BH3HAaHHA YKpalHU B Cy4YaCHOMY
cBiti (55.6%). lle, iimoBipHO, Bigobpaxkae cner-
HdiKy HacTaHOBJIEHb TaMTENIHbOI JIIOJHOCTI.
[TposionroBaHe TskiHHA [liBeHHOTO periony a0
TaKOro, CKa3aTH 0, eKCTPAaBEPTOBAHOIrO IJIAHY
CUMBOJIIB Jla€ MiACTaBU MPUIYCTUTH, 110, MOX-
JINBO, BOHO € MUTOMOI OCOOGJIMBICTIO MeIlKaH-
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average, and those in the East - the most.
Currently, the East is the only region where the
share of respondents who choose such symbols as
the Declaration of Independence of Ukraine and
the volunteer movement, which are popular in
other regions, does not reach half. They accounted
for 39.3% and 36.9% of the choices made in the
eastern regions, respectively. At the same time, the
eastern regions have the lowest object saturation
of the symbolic space. It is substantively poorer
and sparser than in other regions. Unfortunately,
this is observed throughout all the monitoring
“slices”.

The symbolic preferences of people in the
West also differ significantly from those in other
regions but in the direction of greater rather
than lesser meaningfulness. Here, more often
than elsewhere, the choice falls on symbols
rooted in the memory of a more or less distant
historical past: the struggle of Ukrainian human
rights activists against the totalitarian regime
(52.8%), the Revolution of Dignity of 2013-2014
(52.0%), the activities of Ukrainian national
liberation movement leaders at the beginning
of the twentieth century (46.5%), the history
of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army’s creation and
struggle (41.7%). However, given the area of the
Ukrainian Insurgent Army’s operations, one might
expect its greater popularity among residents
of the Western region. However, in general, the
totality of their symbolic choices shows that the
degree of actualization of historical memory is
currently highest in the western regions. The
same is evidenced by the fact that in the West
and the Central region, the largest shares of
respondents (44-47%) perceive the history of the
Ukrainian Cossacks and the highest achievements
of Ukrainian folk art as national symbols.
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I[iB caMe LIbOT'0 PerioHy, siKi po6JsTh CBill BUGIp,
OPIEHTYHYUCh pajlle Ha 30BHIMIHBOIMOJITHYHI,
a He BHYTPILIHbONOJIITUYHI npiopuTeTu. Hanes-
HO, JIJI1 HUX Ba)XXJINBO NepeAyciM, K CIIpUKAMae
Ykpainy (ii sigepiB, aumsioMariB, CIIOPTCMEHIB
TOL0) Mi>)KHapO/{HE CIIiBTOBAPHUCTBO.

HaliMmeHllle Bifpi3HAOTbCA BiJ cepeaHbO-
BUGIPKOBUX MOKAa3HWKIB CHMBOJIIUHI NpedepeH-
1ii MewkaHIiB lleHTpasbHOrO perioHy, a Hai-
GisbIe — THUX, XTO Melllka€e Ha Cxozi. Hapasi Cxizn
- €UHUM peTioH, Jie He cArae N0JOBUHM YacTKa
ONMTAHUX, Ki 0OMpPAIOTh TaKi MPIOPUTETHO IIO-
NyJIpHI B IHIIMX perioHax CUMBOJIH, K MPOro-
noweHHa HesanexHocTi YkpaiHu i BOJIOHTepCh-
kUil pyx. Ha Hux npunagae, Bianosiguo, 39.3% i
36.9% 3po6JsieHUX HA CXiAHUX TepeHaxX BUOOPIB.
BoaHoyac Ha Cxo/ii HaliMeHII010 € 06’'€KTHA HAaCH-
YeHiCTh CUMBOJIIYHOTO MpocTopy. To6TOo BiH 3Mi-
CTOBHO GiHININK, O6i/IbII PO3pimKEeHUHN MOPiBHSA-
HO 3 pelITOol perioHiB. | e cnocrepiraerbces, Ha
»Kaulb, YIIPOJOBXK YCiX MOHITOPUHTOBUX “3pi3iB”.

[cTOTHO BIiApPI3HAKTBLCA BiJ IHIIKMX pEriOHIB
TaKOXX CHUMBOJIIYHI npedepeHii MelIKaHIliB
3axoay - ase B 6iK He MeHINOi, a GiJbIIoi 3Mi-
cTtoBoi HacuueHocTi. TyT 4acTile, HiXXK 6yab-7e,
najsae BUOIP Ha CHUMBOJIM, 3aKOpiHeHi B maM’sTi
npo GisbII YK MEeHII BifjlajieHe iCTOpUYHe MU-
HyJle: Ha 60poTbOy YKpaiHCbKMX HpaBO3aXHC-
HUKIB MpOTHU ToTasiTapHoro pexumy (52.8%),
Pepouttoniito NigHocTi 2013-2014 pokiB (52.0%),
JIAJIbHICTb BUJATHUX NPOBIAHUKIB YKPalHCBKOTO
HaLliOHAJIbHO-BU3BOJIBHOTO PyXy MO4YaTKy XX CT.
(46.5%), icTopito cTBopeHHs1 Ta 60poTh6H YIIA
(41.7%). llonpasaa, 3 orasaAy Ha apean fii YIIA
MO)KHa 0yJio 6 O4YiKyBaTH W Ha Gijiblny i mory-
JIAPHICTb cepeJ, MELIKAHLIB 3axiIHOr0 perioHy.
OpHak 3arajJioM CyKyIHICTb IXHiX CHAMBOJIIYHHX
BUOOpPIB 3acBifuye, [0 CTYMiHb aKTyastisauii
icTopu4yHOi MaM’ATi HAUBUIIIMM € Hapasi caMe Ha
3axiAHUX TepeHax. [Ipo Te x came CBiYUTD i TOU
dakT, mo Ha 3axoi, a TakoxK y LleHTpasibHOMY pe-
rioni Haib6inbwuMu (44-47%) € 4acTKu onuTa-
HUX, KOTpi COPUKAMAIOTh K HallioOHaJbHi CUMBO-
JIM ICTOpIiI0 YKPAIHCBKOT'O KO3alTBa i BepLIUHHI
JOCATHEHHS YKPAIHChKOI HAPOAHOI TBOPYOCTI.
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In our opinion, this territorial localization
of historical memory should be viewed not
in a complimentary but in a problematic way,
because this localization limits the potential
for the influence of the Ukrainian-centered
symbols mentioned above on society as a whole.
In fact, all of these symbols are not national but
rather regional, widespread, and not always to a
sufficient extent, mainly in the Western and partly
in the Central regions.

Discussion

Our research can rightly be considered
pioneering in terms of recreating a holistic picture
of the content and dynamics of the national
community’s perceptions of the symbols of their
nation. Naturally, it reflects the specific conditions
of a society’s transition from totalitarianism to
democracy, from colonial to postcolonial status,
which makes it impossible to directly compare
the observations made with the processes that
are taking place or may take place in the sphere of
symbolic consciousness of national communities
in countries with established state traditions and a
developed democratic system. Such cross-cultural
comparisons would be of great scientific interest.
They would be correct in relation to other post-
totalitarian and/or postcolonial societies that are
transforming similarly to Ukraine. Unfortunately,
we do not know of any precedents for conducting
research in other countries that could be
interpreted as analogous to our monitoring of the
symbolic consciousness of society.

Nevertheless, the results of the monitoring,
especially those obtained during the full-scale war
with the Russian aggressor, in our opinion, allow
us to clarify and develop certain ideas expressed
earlier by the authors of publications on the
problems of national symbols.

For example, in the late 1980s, K. Cerulo (1989),
who studied the dependence of the structure of
national anthems on the type of sociopolitical
control in certain periods of national history,
put forward two hypotheses (Cerulo, 1989).
According to the first, periods of strict control,
which the researcher associated with wars,
revolutions, social crises, etc., are marked by the
creation of anthems by authors and the adoption
of simple symbolic codes by citizens, which
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Ha Hame nepekoHaHHs, TaKy TEpUTOpiaJib-
Hy JIOKaJli30BaHICTb icTOpUYHOI maM’aTi cjif
poO3MIAaTH He B KOMIUIIMEHTAapHOMY, a B IpO-
0JIeMHOMY acIeKTi, a/pke Il JIOKa/Ii30BaHICTb
00MeXye MOTeHIiaJl BIUIMBY 3TaJlaHUX IOHMHO
YKpalHOLIEHTPOBAaHUX CUMBOJIIB Ha CyCIiJIbCTBO
B LisioMy. @aKTHUYHO BCi 3raJlaHi CKHMBOJIU € CbO-
o/l Hi He HalliOHAJILHUMH, a pajillie perioHaJbHU-
MU, MOIIMPEHUMH, i TO He 3aBXK/JAU JOCTAaTHbOIO
Mipolo, mepeBakHO B 3axiJHOMy Ta MOYacTU B
LleHTpa/sibHOMY perioHax.

Juckycisa

Hame pocuifi>xeHHs1 IpaBOMipHO pO3IIAZATH
[K IIIOHepChbKe y IJIaHi BiAITBOpeHHS LiJIicCHOI Kap-
THUHU 3MICTy ¥ IMHaMIiKU Y4BJIeHb HalliOHAJIbHOI
CHJIBHOTHY NP0 CMMBOJIM CBO€I Hauii. [IpupogHo,
BOHO BifoOpakae crnenudiyHi yMOBU Iepexoay
CYCIIiJIBCTBA Bif, TOTaJiTapusMy [0 AeMOKparTii,
Bi/l KOJIOHIa/IbHOTO 0 TOCTKOJIOHIaJIbHOTO CTaHYy,
110 YHEMOXKJIUBJIIOE NPsAMi 3icTaB/IeHHS 3/ilicHe-
HUX CIIOCTEPEeXeHb i3 TUMU NpolecaMH, sIKi BiJi6-
YBaIOTbhCSl YU MOXYTb BijioyBaTHCs y cdepi cum-
BOJIIYHOI CBiZIOMOCTI HalliOHaJIbHUX CHUJIBHOT Yy
KpaiHaX 3 yCTaJIeHUMU JlePKaBHULbKUMU TPaau-
L[iIMU Ta PO3BUHYTHUM JEMOKPAaTUYHUM YCTPOEM.
Taki 3icTaBsIeHHS KPOCKYJIBTYPHOTO HITHOY CTa-
HOBWJIM 6 HeaGUSKUN HAyKOBHUM iHTepec i Gy/u
06 KOPEeKTHUMHU I10JI0 iHIINX MOCTTOTaTiTapHUX
i/41 MOCTKOJIOHIAJIBHUX CYCIJIbCTB, fIKi TpaHC-
dbopMytoThbCcsa NoAIGHO 0 yKpaiHCbKoro. AJe, Ha
»KaJlb, Ipele/leHTH [IPOBeleHHS B IHIIMX KpalHax
JOCJIi/PKeHb, 110 MOTJIM 6 TPaKTyBaTUCS TIi€ YU
IHII0X0 MipOI0 AK aHAJIOTU HALIOI0 MOHITOPUHTY
CUMBOJIIYHOI CBIZJOMOCTI CyCHiJIbCTBA, HAM HeBi-
JOMI.

[IpoTe pe3ysbTaTH MOHITOPHUHTY, OCOOJHUBO
Ti, 1[0 OTpUMaHi B X0/ii MOBHOMACIITAOHOI BiliHU
3 pOCIMCBKMM arpecopoM, Ha Hally AYMKY, JAa-
I0Tb 3MOTY YTOYHUTHU Ta PO3BUHYTHU OKpeMi izei,
BUCJIOBJIEH] paHillle aBTOpaMU ny6JiiKalii 3 mpo-
6J1eM HaljioHaJIbHOI CUMBOJIIKH.

Tak, Hanpukinii 1980-x pokis K. Cerulo (1989),
KOTpa AOC/II/pPKyBaJa 3aJIeKHICTb CTPYKTYPU Ha-
LiOHAJIbHUX TIMHIB BiJj THUIy COL{iONOJIITUYHOTO
KOHTPOJIIO B IIeBHi llepioAy HallioHa/JIbHOI icTOpIii,
BHUCYHYyJ1a ABI rinoTe3u. 3rilHO 3 MepILIOoIo, epio-
JIY )KOPCTKOTO KOHTPOJIIO, SIKi TOC/IiIHUIIA OB’ s~
3yBaJia 3 BiMHaMH, PeBOJIIOLiSIMH, COLiaIbHUMU
KpU3aMHU TOLL0, I03HAYeHI CTBOPEHHAM aBTOpa-
MU TiMHIB | IPUUHATTAM rpoMaZisHaMU NPOCTUX
CUMBOJIIYHUX KO/[iB, 1[0 3a6e3neyye B CyCHiJib-
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ensures high coherence in society and allows for
the effective transmission of simple and clear
information. However, according to the second
hypothesis, periods of strict sociopolitical control
can also contribute to the creation of complex
symbolic codes. This happens when society has
already reached an agreement on basic symbolic
conventions. In other words, in times of existential
challenges for the nation, such as a major war, the
national symbolic code may first be simplified and
then complicated.

We believe that in light of the results of
our study, this hypothesis of simplification/
complication is not justified by the structure of
individual national symbols but can be extended
to the structure of national symbols as a whole or,
rather, to the structure ofideas aboutit. In this case,
we can do it without appealing to the concepts of
sociopolitical control. We are inclined to believe
that in our case and similar cases, we should talk
primarily about the narrowing and expansion of
the symbolic consciousness of society, depending
on the course of its psycho-emotional state in the
context of an acute response to traumatic events
and the discovery of internal reserves to overcome
their stressful impact. Although, of course, the
moment of achieving public agreement on basic
symbolic conventions, as indicated by K. Cerulo
(1989), should not be discounted.

The fact that the expected (according to our
first partial hypothesis) increase in the number
of national symbols that Ukrainians are guided
by in the survey conducted in 2023 was not found
in the survey conducted in 2023 can probably be
satisfactorily explained within the framework of
the simplification/complication hypothesis. On
the contrary, the number of symbols chosen by
Ukrainians decreased significantly. And this can be
considered natural since simplifying the structure
of the system actually means losing certain
elements. The increase in the number of national
symbols that foreign researchers (Greenberg et
al,, 1997) have stated and we expected in response
to events that threaten the existence of the nation
was observed only in 2024, when Ukrainian
society probably began to recover from the state
of psychological shock caused by the war, which
entailed the expansion (and, read, complication)
of its symbolic consciousness, as, presumably, of
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CTBi BUCOKY Y3TO/[’KEHICTb 1 103BOJISIE ePEKTUB-
HO Nlepe/iaBaTH POCTY U 3po3yMisny iHpopmaliro.
[IpoTe, 3riiHO 3 APYTOIO riNIOTE3010, IEPIOAH XKOP-
CTKOTO COLIiONOJIITUMHOTO KOHTPOJII0O MOXKYTh
CIPUSTH CTBOPEHHIO TAKOX CKJIJHUX CUMBOJIIY-
HUX KOJiB. Lle Bifl0yBa€TbCA TOAi, KOJU CyCHiJb-
CTBO B3Ke JiHIIJIO 3roAx I[00 6a30BUX CUMBOJIIY-
HUX KOHBEHIiW. |[HIIMMU cjoBaMH, B Iepiogu
TaKUX €K3UCTEeHIiIMHUX AJid Halil BUKJHKIB, K
HalpUKJaJ BeJMKa BiliHA, Hal[iOHaJbHUU CHUM-
BOJIIYHUU KOJ, MOXe CIOYaTKy CIpPOILYBaTUCh,
IIOTIM - YCKJIaJHIOBATHUCH.

'agaemo, y cBiTJi pe3ynbTaTiB HALIOTO JOCTi/-
>)KeHHS 110 TinoTe3y CHpPOIIEeHHS/yCKIaJHEHHS
NpaBOMipHO He 06MeXyBaTH CTPYKTYPOIO OKpe-
MHUX HalliOHAJbHUX CUMBOJIIB, 2 NOLIMPUTHU HaA
CTPYKTYpy HaLiOHaJIbHOI CUMBOJIIKM B LiJIOMY,
TOYHIIlle, HA CTPYKTYpy yABJieHb npo Hel [lpu
[bOMY MO’KHa 0GiMTHCH i 6e3 anesitoBaHb /10 KOH-
LeNTiB COLIONOJITUYHOIO KOHTPOJIK. MU Cxu-
JIIEMOCS 10 AYMKH, 110 B HAIIOMY Ta MOAIGHHUX 0
HaUIOr0 BUIaJKaX BapTO BECTU MOBY NepeayCiM
PO 3BYKEHHS ¥ PO3UIMPEHHSI CUMBOJIIYHOI CBi-
JIOMOCTi CycHiJIbCTBA 3a/IEXKHO Bif mepebiry #oro
MCUX0EMOLIHOTO CTaHy B yMOBaX rOCTPOro pe-
aryBaHHf Ha TPaBMIiBHI NOZII Ta BijHaX0JpKeHHA
BHYTPIlIHIX pe3epBiB AJid NOJOJAHHA IXHbBOTO
CTPEeCOTeHHOTO0 BIJIMBY. X04a, 3BUYAalHO, U 03Ha-
yeHoro K. Cerulo (1989) MoMeHTy AOCATHEHHS
CyCHiJIbHOI 3roAy o0 6Ga30BUX CHUMBOJIIYHHUX
KOHBEHIIiM CKUJATHU 3 TEpPE3iB He CJIIJ.

HaneBHe B Meax TrinoTe3w CHPOIIEHHS/
YCKJIQJJHEHHS MO>KHA JaTH 3a/|0BiJibHE MOSICHEH-
HSl TaKOX TOMY (aKTOBI, 1110 04iKyBaHOro (3TiA-
HO 3 HalllOI0 MepIIoK YacTKOBOK TinoTe3010)
361/IbIIEeHHS KiJIbKOCTI HalliOHAJIbHUX CUMBOJIIB,
Ha AKi OpiEHTYIOTBbCA YKpalHLji, NiJ 4ac OnuTy-
BaHHd, nposegeHoro 2023 poky, BUSBJIEHO He
6ysno. HaBmaku, KijnbKicTh BUOMpaHUX yKpaiH-
LISMHU CHUMBOJIIB TOJi icTOTHO 3MeHIIWJace. | ne
MOXXHa BBa)XaTU 3aKOHOMIpHHUM, a/pKe CIpO-
LIeHHS1 CTPYKTYpPU CUCTEMH BJIACHE W O3HA4a€
BTPAaTy Hew NMeBHUX esieMeHTIiB. KOoHCcTaHTOBaHe
3apyb6ixkuumu pociaifjuukamu (Greenberg et al,
1997) Ta ouikyBaHe HaMU 36i/blIIeHHS KiJTbKOCTI
HalllOHaJIbHUX CUMBOJIIB y BiZIIOBib Ha 3arpos-
JIUBi AJis icHyBaHHSI Haril mozii 6yJ10 crocrepe-
»)keHO TiibkKh 2024 poOKy, KOJIM YKpaiHCbKe Cy-
CHiJILCTBO, UMOBIpPHO, 0OYaJI0 BUXOJUTHU 31 CTaHY
CIPUYUHEHOr0 BIMHOIO TICUXOJIOTIYHOTO IIOKY,
10 MOTAIVIO 32 c06010 po3wupeHHs (i, yuTak,
YCKJIaJIHEHHSI) HOr0 CUMBOJIIYHOI CBiZIOMOCTI, {IK,
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the public consciousness in general.

Only in 2024, our other partial hypotheses
were finally confirmed - about the actualization
of Ukrainians’ historical memory as a factor in
further transforming their symbolic preferences
and about the acquisition of transregional unity
by the national symbolic space. In our opinion,
this delayed confirmation of the hypotheses is
primarily due to the initial (“pre-war”) state of the
historical memory of Ukrainian society, which was
marked by obvious gaps. Even before the full-scale
Russian invasion, domestic historians emphasized
that the characteristic features of Ukrainian
historical memory were its fragmentation and
multiplicity, associated with the dominance
of regional types of identity in people’s minds
(Dudok & Shkoliar, 2019). The fact that, even
after the full-scale invasion of Russian troops, the
Ukrainian authorities did not pay due attention to
memory policy, such as the attention paid by the
Soviet leadership during the German-Soviet war,
did not contribute to the accelerated actualization
of the historical memory of society.

Our research has shown that a certain
actualization of the historical memory of
Ukrainians in the context of armed resistance
to the Russian aggressor eventually occurred.
However, for a significant part of society, historical
memory remains blocked. Therefore, it needs to
be awakened and expanded.

Naturally, this implies a thorough study of
the history of Ukraine in the education system.
Therefore, the position of some authoritative
historians, including Professor V. Serhiychuk
(2024), who emphasizes the untimeliness of
integrating this discipline with world history,
seems reasonable. Of course, the integration of
academic disciplines is now a global trend, and it
is undoubtedly necessary to correlate the events
of national history with the events of world
history. However, without the risks that can result
from depriving the course “History of Ukraine” of
its independent disciplinary status in a situation
where society is sorely lacking knowledge of
its historical past, the education system is not
yet adequately coping with filling these gaps.
The fact that this is true is indirectly evidenced
by our monitoring data: there is no positive age
dynamics in the choice of symbols that reflect key
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MO>KHa NPUIYCTUTH, I CYCHiJIbHOI CBiZOMOCTi B
LiJI0MY.

Tinbku 2024 poky oTpuMa/id HapewTi mif-
TBepJpKeHHA TaKOX IHIII Haumli 4YacTKOBI Timno-
Te3u - MPO aKTyaJjisalii icTopuyHoi nmam’sTi
yKpaiHI[iB K YMHHHKA JAaJbliol TpaHcpopmanii
ixHiX cuMBoJIiYHUX NpedepeHild i mpo HaAOYT-
TA HalLiOHAJbHUM CUMBOJIIYHUM IIPOCTOPOM
TpaHCperioHa/bHOI €AHOCTI. Take BiACTpo4YeHe
NiTBEp/ KEHHS TiNoTe3 MOSACHIOETLCA, Ha Hally
JYMKy, mepeayciM mno4yaTkoBuUM (“Zl0BOEHHUM”)
CTaHOM iCTOpPHUYHOI NaM’aATi YKpalHCbKOTO Cy-
CHiJIbCTBA, 10 OYB IMO3HAaYeHHUH OYEBUAHHUMH
raupkamu. lle g0 moBHOMacmITaGHOrO POCiii-
CbKOTO BTOPTHEHHSl BITUM3HAHI ICTOPMKU Haro-
JIoUlyBaJid, L0 XapaKTePHUMU OCOBGJUBOCTAMU
icTopuyHoi mam’saTi ykpaiHuiB 6ynu ii dpparmMen-
TapHICTb Ta MHOXXWHHICTb, MOB’sI3aHi 3 AOMiHY-
BaHHAM Vy CBIiIOMOCTI JIIOZled perioHaJbHUX
TuniB igentuyHocti ([Aynok, llkonsp, 2019). He
CIpUsJIO MPUCKOPEeHiN akTyaJsisalii icTopuyHoi
naM’ATi cycnizibCcTBa ¥ Te, 110 HABiTh Mic/s MOB-
HOMAaCIITabHOT'0 BTOPTHEHHS POCIMChbKUX BilIChbK
OpraHHU Jlep>KaBHOI BJaAy YKpalHU He NPU AN
noJIiTUL MaM’'sTi Ha/IeXKHOI yBaru — HaMPHUKJIA/,
TaKoOI, AKY NIPUAIIAN0 pafaHCbKe KepiBHULTBO B
POKHM HiMelLlbKO-paJsHCbKOI BIHHU.

Hame pocaigxeHHs 3acBifyuJio, 10 IEeBHa
aKTyaJsizanisgs icTtopuyHol mam’sTi ykpaiHIiB B
yMOBax 36pOHHOro omopy pocilicbKOMy arpeco-
py 3peluTolo Bifgo6ynacs. [IpoTe B 3HAa4HOI 4acTHU-
HU CYCHiJIbCTBA iCTOPUYHA NaM’Th BCe K 3aJIU-
MIA€EThCS 3a6/10K0BaHO0. ToX BOHA MOTpebye
NpoOY/XKEHHS 1 pO3IIHUpPEHHS.

[IpupoaHo, 1e mnepejbavyae I'PyHTOBHE BUB-
4eHHd icTtopii Ykpainu B cuctemi ocsiTu. Tomy
PE30HHOK BUJAETHCA MO3ULiA JeKUX aBTOPU-
TETHUX iCTOPUKIB, 30KpeMa TOro > npodecopa
B. Cepriiiuyka, fKi HaroJouymoTb Ha HECBOEYAC-
HOCTI iHTerpauii el HaB4YaJbHOI JUCLUILIIHU i3
BCeCBiTHBOIO icTopi€to (Cepriituyk, 2024). 3BicHo,
IHTerpayida HaB4YaJbHUX AUCLUIJIIH HHAHI € CBITO-
BUM TPEH/OM, 1 ClIiBBIZAHOCUTHU NOAII BITYU3HAHOI
icropii 3 mogigMu icTopii BcecBiTHLOI, 3BMYaAl-
HO, Tpeba. Asie 6e3 TUX PU3UKIB, 1O IKUX MOXKe
NpPU3BECTU M030aBJieHHS HaBYaJbHOTO KypCy
“IcTopia YkpaiHu” caMOCTiHHOTO JUCIUILIiHAp-
HOTO CTaTyCy B YMOBAaX, KOJIU CYCIIJIbCTBY F'OCTPO
OGpakye 3HaHb 3i CBOr0 iCTOPUYHOT'0 MUHYJIOTO, A
CHCTeMa OCBITH 3 JIiKBifjami€o nux npo6iiis e
HaJIeXKHOI0 Mipolo He cnpaBJsgeThbed. [Ipo Te, mo
Lie ClIpaBJi Tak, onocepeJKOBAaHO CBif4aThb JaHi
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events in national history. Young people usually
choose them no more often than representatives
of the older age cohort, who studied the history
of Ukraine in a distorted form of the Soviet Union.

The insignificant symbolic load of the
Ukrainian Revolution of 1917-1921 is worth
mentioning. Despite a certain increase in the share
of respondents who chose it as a national symbol
in the last survey, it remains on the periphery
of the symbolic consciousness of society, which
contradicts its official glorification - especially
given the hasty rebranding of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine, which resulted in many military units
named after its protagonists. Let us not hide the
fact that the military achievements of some of
these figures pale in comparison to the current
victories of the personnel of the units bearing
their names. This must be recognized. Still, time
demands that the heroic deeds and purely human
specifics of this important event of national
history be “revived” in the information space and
educational process, without reducing it to a list of
military failures, as is currently the case.

In conclusion, let us address the question of
the place of the Second World War in the public
consciousness of Ukrainians, which is far from
being simple. The victory in the war, defamed by
Putin’s “victory lap,” has little chance of regaining
its status as one of the leading national symbols in
the foreseeable future. Nevertheless, the memory
of it, which is dimmed today, is not fading from the
public consciousness. In our other publication,
we showed that it serves as a kind of basis for
the ideas of Ukrainian citizens about the just
(national) nature of the current war with the
Russian aggressor and about the expected Victory
over the invaders (Sliusarevskyi, 2024). It should
also be taken into account that, according to the
monitoring data, a significant number of citizens
(more than a quarter) continue to see the Victory
over Nazism as a national symbol. Moreover, they
certainly have the right to do so, both because
Ukrainians made a huge, unparalleled contribution
to that distant victory, and because, unlike the
Russians, they did not disgrace the memory of it
in any way. Therefore, we believe that attempts to
diminish the significance of the Victory in World
War II for national history are unjustified. Instead,
we need to persistently change the angle of view,
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HALIOTO MOHITOPUHTY: MO3UTUBHOI BIKOBOI JM-
HaMikd y BUOOpPi CHMBOJIIB, 1[0 BiJJo6GpaXKaloTh
KJII0YOBI NoAil HallioHaJIbHOI icTOpil, He criocTepi-
raetbcsl. Mosio/ib 06Mpae iX 3a3BUYal He JacTime
BiZl mpeJCTaBHUKIB CcTapluol BIiKOBOI KOTOpPTH,
KOTpi BUBYAJIU iCTOPII0 YKpaiHU y CIOTBOPEHOMY
PaAAHUIMHON BUTIALI.

OkpeMO BapTO CKa3aTU NP0 He3HAyHe CUM-
BOJIIUHE HaBaHTa)KeHHs YKpaiHCbKOI peBOJIIOLLil
1917-1921 pokis. [lonpu neBHe 3poCcTaHHA 4acT-
KU pecCloH/JIeHTiB, ki obpasu ii K HaljioHaJb-
HUU CUMBOJ MiJi 4ac OCTaHHbOTO ONMUTYBaHHS,
BOHA 3a/IMUIAETbCA Ha nepudepil cuMBoJidHOI
CBIZIOMOCTI CyCiJIbCTBAQ, 110 3aXO4UTh y Cyliepey-
HicTb i3 i odiniliHo0 r1oprdikalliero — 0co6JMBO
3 OIVIAAY Ha MOCHIIIHO MPOBEJEHUN CBOrO 4acy
pebpeHAMHT 36pOMHUX CUJ YKpaiHU, BHACAIIOK
SKOT0 4YMMaJ0 BiCbKOBHUX 4YaCTUH OTpPHUMaJH
imeHa 1i zgifloBux oci6. He 6yemMo nmpuUXoByBaTH:
MijliTapHi 3106y TKU JesIKUX i3 [UX AiH0BUX 0Ci6
OJIIKHYTh Ha TJIi HUHIIIHIX 3BUTAT 0CO60BOTO
CKJIQJly YaCTHH, 110 HOCATH ixHi iMeHa. lle Tpeba
BMU3HaTH. Ta Bce oHO Yyac BUMarae “0>kMBUTH” B
iHpopMaliiiHOMy MpPOCTOpPi Ta OCBITHbOMY MHpO-
1jeCi repolYHUN YUH i CYTO JIIO[ICbKY KOHKPETHUKY
Li€l BaXK/IMBOI ITOAIT HallioHAbHOI icTOpil, He 3BO-
As4M 11 0 epeJiiky BilCbKOBUX HeBAAY, SIK IOKU
1110 TPAIJIAEThCA.

HacamkiHenb TOpKHEMOCS [aJIeKO He IPOCTo-
ro NUTAHHS MPO Miclle B CyCHiJIbHIA CBiAOMOCTI
ykpainuiB /lpyroi csiToBoi BiliHHU. [lepemora B
Hili, crnamJiro)KeHa NYTIHCBKUM “mobenobecieM”,
HaBpsiJ, Y4 Ma€ LIAHCH NMOBEPHYTH cOOi B OCSTK-
Hill NepCrneKTUBI CTAaTyC OAHOrO 3 MPOBIJAHUX
HaliOHa/JIbHUX CUMBOJIB. [IpoTe nputTiymJyieHa
CbOTO/IHI maM’siThb NMpo Hel He BUBITPIOEThCA i3
cycnisibHOI cBijoMocTi. B iHmIi# Hamii ny6Jika-
Lil MM IOKasaJjy, 110 BOHA CJAYTI'YE CBOEPILHUM
NiATPYHTAM YABJeHb IpoMaJdaH YKpaiHU i mpo
crpaBeAJIUBUH (HAPOHUM) XapaKTep HUHIIIHbOT
BiliHU 3 pOCiliCbKKMM arpecopoM, i mpo o4ikyBaHy
[Tepemory Hax 3arap6Hukamu (CirocapeBCbKUH,
2024). He MoxxHa He paxyBaTHUCH TaKOX i3 THUM,
1110, SIK BUIJIMBAE 3 JJAHUX MOHITOPUHTIY, 3HAa4YHa
YacTHHA IPoMaJisiH (IIOHA YBEPTH) He INepecTa-
I0Tb 6ayuTy B [lepemosi Haj HanuaMoM Harlio-
HaJIbHUH CcUMBOJI. | BOHM, 6e€3yMOBHO, MalOTh
Ha ILie paBo — i TOMY L0 YKpaiHIi 3po6usu B Ty
naneky [lepemory Besnye3HuH, 6e3NpUKIaJHUN
BHECOK, | TOMY 1110, Ha BiZIMiHY BiJl pOCifiH, HIYUM
He 3raHbOMJIM aM’'sThb Npo Hel. OToX HeBUIIpaB-
JaHUMU BBAXKAaEMO CNPOOU MPHMEHILIEHHS 3Ha-
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not to interpret it only as a symbol that connects
us with the Soviet past.

Conclusions

The mass surveys of Ukrainian citizens
conducted in 2023-2024 confirmed the partial
hypotheses put forward at this stage of our
monitoring of the symbolic consciousness of
Ukrainian society but also showed the need for
some further clarification. The hypothesis that
in the context of a full-scale Russian invasion, we
should expect further emphasis on the leading
role of Ukraine-centered symbols in the symbolic
preferences of Ukrainians was fully confirmed.
Other partial hypotheses were also confirmed:
an increase in the number of national symbols
that Ukrainians rely on in response to the
existential threat to the nation, the actualization
of the historical memory of Ukrainian citizens
as a factor in the further transformation of their
symbolic representations, and the acquisition of
transregional unity by the national symbolic space.
However, the confirmation of these hypotheses
turned out to be delayed.

Initially (as of 2023), the full-scale Russian
invasion entailed a reduction of the symbolic
consciousness of Ukrainian society to military-
patrioticc mostly military content. Symbolic
preferences of Ukrainians have become more
unanimous, but also more monotonous and
content-poor, which can be explained most likely
by stressful reactions to the war. At the same
time, despite the tendency for unanimity in the
elections, the symbolic space has not been leveled
on a regional basis (as before, there was no single
symbolic object that would be chosen by the
absolute majority of residents of all regions). A
radically different picture emerged when the third
year of the war crossed the equator (September
2024). Along with the increased focus of symbolic
consciousness on situationally determined
military content, the frequency of choosing
symbols related to the actualization of historical
memory and artistic and aesthetic feelings of
citizens has increased. Symbolic preferences
of Ukrainians have become not only more
unanimous, but also much more diverse and richer
in content, which gives grounds to talk about the
regeneration and expanded reproduction of the
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YyLOCTiI AJig HanioHasbHOI ictopii Ilepemoru
B /[lpyriii cBiToBil BiiHi. HaToMmicTh moTpi6HO
HaloJieIJIMBille 3MiHIOBAaTH KyT 30py Ha Hei, He
TPaKTyBaTH ii JIMlIIe IK CAUMBOJI, 1[0 NOB’AA3y€ HAC
i3 paisTHCbKUM MUHYJIAM.

BuCHOBKH

[IpoBeneHi Bnpogosx 2023-2024 pokiB Ma-
COBI ONUTYBaHHS rpoMaJdH YKpalHW MiATBep-
JWJIM BUCYHYTI HA L[bOMY eTall Halloro MOHITO-
PUHTY CUMBOJIIYHOI CBiZJOMOCTI yKpaiHCbKOIO
CYCIIiJIbCTBA YACTKOBI TrinoTe3y, MpoTe 3acBif-
YUJIM BOJHOYAC MOTPeBy iX esIKOro moCyTHbOTO
yTO4HeHHs. [I0BHOIO Mipow migTBep/KeHO rino-
Te3y NMpo Te, 10 B yMOBax MOBHOMACIITaOHOTO
pOCIHCbKOTO BTOPTHEHHSA CJIiJi O4iKyBaTH Ha IoO-
JaJjiblle yBUpPa3HeHHs NPOBifHOI poJsi ykpalHo-
[EeHTPOBAaHUX CUMBOJIIB ¥ CUMBOJIIYHUX Mpede-
peHLiax ykpaiHyiB. OTpuMaau NigTBepAKEeHHSA
1 iHIIi YacTKOBI rinoTe3u: Npo 36i/blIeHHS KiJlb-
KOCTi HalliOHaJIbHUX CHMMBOJIIB, Ha fIKi OPIEHTY-
I0TbCSI YKpalHIi Y BifOBiAb Ha €K3UCTEHLiNHY
3arposy AJid Hauil, 0po akTyasisayiro iCTOpu4Hol
naMm’Ti rpoMaZisiH YKpaiHu sIK YMHHHUK T0JaJlb-
Ta Npo HAOyTTs HalLiOHAJbHUM CHMBOJIIYHUM
MPOCTOPOM TpaHcperioHa/bHOI €AHOCTI. OfHaK
MiATBEepAKEeHH LIUX rinoTe3 BUABUIIOCH BiICTPO-
YeHUM V 4aci.

Crmoyatky (3a gmanumu 2023 poKy) MOBHO-
MacuiTabHe pocificbkke BTOpPrHeHHsI MOTAILJIO
3a c06010 peAyKIlil0 CUMBOJIIYHOI CBijoMOCTI
YKpalHCbKOTO CyCHiJIbCTBA [0 BilCbKOBO-MATpio-
TUYHOI'O, IepeBa)XHO MIJITapHOrO KOHTEHTY.
CumBosiuHi npedepeHii yKpaiHLiB cTanu 6iab11
OJIHOCTaWHUMH, ajie NMpPU TOMY U OGijabll OJHO-
MaHITHHUMHM, 3MIiCTOBHO 36iJHEHHMH, 11O MOXKHA
MOSICHUTHU pajlie 3a BCe CTPECOBUMU peaKLifiMU
Ha BOEHHe JIMX0JIITTA. BogHovac, monpu TeH/eH-
[[if0 710 OJAHOCTAaWHOCTi BHUOGOPIB, CUMBOJIIYHUHN
MPOCTIp TakK i He BUPIBHABCH 3a perioHaJibHOIO
O03HaKoW (fAK i paHilie, He OYJIO KOJHOTO CHM-
BOJIIYHOT0 00’€KTA, IKUM 6U o6upasia abCcoM0THA
6i/bIIICTh MelIKaHLiB yCix perioHiB). /lokopiHHO
IHIIa KapTUHA I0CTaJ/a, KOJIU IIepeTHYB eKBATOP
TpeTiéi pik BiliHU (BepeceHb 2024 p.). [lopsan i3
MOCUJIEHHSAM OpieHTaril CMMBOJIIYHOI CBiZJOMOCTI
Ha CUTYaTUBHO 3yMOBJIEHUU MiJliTApHUNA KOHTEHT
3pocja 4yacToTa BUOOpPY CHMMBOJIIB, MOB'I3aHUX
3 aKTyaJsisalji€lo icTOpu4yHOI maM’ATi Ta XyZOX-
HbO-eCTEeTUYHUX NOYYTTiB rpoMassaH. CHMBOJIIYHI
npedepeH1iii ykpaiHI[iB cTa/I1 He JiMIlle OAHOCTAaMN-
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symbolic consciousness of society.

[t can be assumed that the psychological effects
of the reduction of symbolic consciousness, its
regeneration, and expanded reproduction that
we have identified fit into the more general
hypothesis of simplification/complication of the
structure of the national community’s ideas about
the symbols of its nation in the face of events that
threaten its existence.

It is also reasonable to assume that
the observed regeneration and extended
reproduction of symbolic preferences indicate
that Ukrainian society is gradually recovering
from the psychological shock caused by the war.
It seems that despite the fatigue from the war,
the increased volume of psychological trauma,
and negative reactions to current events, society
is beginning to live a full-fledged, in a sense, non-
war life and is showing - at the deepest levels of
public consciousness - trends of strengthening
psychological resistance, increasing adaptive
potential, and the ability for post-traumatic
growth. Thus, it is possible that the negative
psychological consequences of the war will not be
as catastrophic for Ukrainian society as previously
assumed.

Asign ofthe new quality of Ukrainians’ symbolic
consciousness is that it has acquired signs of
transregional unity. Objects perceived as national
symbols by more than half of the population of
all regions have established themselves in the
symbolic space of society. However, significant
regional differences have also been preserved,
particularly due to the territorial localization of
historical memory, mainly in the Western and
partly in the Central regions. This localization
limits the potential for the positive impact of
Ukraine-centered symbols on society as a whole,
its psycho-emotional state, and mental health.
Thus, the historical memory of a significant part
of society needs to be awakened and expanded.

We see prospects for further research in iden-
tifying trends in the further transformation of
Ukrainian society’s preferences for national sym-
bols of the dramatized type discussed in the arti-
cle, as well as materialized and personalized types,
and in correlating the data obtained with data re-
flecting the state of mental health of Ukrainians
and the potential for their personal (post-trau-
matic) growth.
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HilIMMH, a2 ¥ 3HAYHO Pi3HOMAaHITHILIXUMH, 3MiCTOB-
HO 6araTIMMU, IO A€ MiJICTaBH FOBOPUTH MPO
pereHeparnilo Ta po3lIMpEHE BiJTBOPEHHSA CUM-
BOJIIYHOI CBiZIOMOCTI CyCHiJIbCTBa.

Mo>kHa NpUNYCTUTH, L0 BUSABJEHI HAMU IICHU-
XOJIOTiYHI ebeKTH peaykKilii CHMBOJIIYHOI CBifO-
MOCTi, Il pereHeparnili Ta pO3MMPEHOr0 BiATBO-
PEHHsI BKJIQZAIOTHCS B GiJIbII 3arajibHy rinore3y
COpOLIEHHs /yCKAalHEHHSI CTPYKTYpPH ysIBJEHb
HallilOHA/IbHOI CHiJILHOTU IIPO CUMBOJIU CBOEI HaLlil
B yMOBaX 3arpo3JIUBUX JJis 11 iCHyBaHHS NOAiMN.

[IpaBOMipHO NPUNYCTUTHU TAKOX, IO CIOCTE-
peXeHi pereHeparliisg Ta po3lMIMUpPEHEe BiATBOPEHHS
CUMBOJTIYHUX TpedepeHIiil CBi[4aTh MpPO MOCTY-
NOBUH BUXiJl YKpPaiHCbKOI'0 CYCHiZIbCTBA 31 CIIpH-
YUHEHOTO BiHOIO MCUXOJIOTIYHOrO IIOKY. Burs-
Jla€ Ha Te, 110 BCyliepey BTOMI BiJi BIWHU, 3pOCJIAUM
ob6cAraM NCUXOTPaBMyBaHHS ¥ HETaTUBHUM peak-
LifIM Ha NOTOYHI NOAII CyCNIJIbCTBO MOYHUHAE KUTH
NOBHOPOPMATHHUM, Y MEBHOMY CEHCi MO3aBOEH-
HUM, XXUTTSM i BUSBJISIE — HA IVIMOUHHUX PiBHAX
CyCHiJIbHOI CBiJOMOCTI - TeHJeHLil MOoCUJIeHHA
IICUXO0JIOTIYHOI ONMipHOCTI, MiABULEHHA aJalTHB-
HOT'0 NMOTeHLiany i 34aTHOCTI 0 MOCTTPaBMaTH4-
HOro 3poctaHHs. OTKe, He BUKJIIOYEHO, 110 Hera-
TUBHI NCHUXOJIOTiYHI HaCTiAKW BiHHM He GYAyThb
TaKUMHU KaTacTpodiyHUMU AJisl YKPAiHCHKOTO Cy-
CHiNIbCTBA, AK 0Ci nepeabdaydaiu.

[[pykMeTOI0 HOBOI SIKOCTI CUMBOJIIYHOI CBi-
JOMOCTi YKpaiHIiB cTaJio HabyTTs Hel O3HaK
TpaHCperioHaJbHOI €JHOCTL. Y CHUMBOJIIYHOMY
NpPOCTOPi CyCNiZIbCTBA YTBEPAUIUCA OO'€EKTH, L0
COpUNMAIOThCS SIK HalliOHaJ/JbHi CUMBOJIM MOHA/,
MOJIOBUHOI0 MeUIKaHLiB ycix perioHiB. IIpoTe
36epemIuch i MOMITHI perioHasbHi BiiMiHHOCTI,
MOB’si3aHi, 30KpeMa, 3 TEPUTOPiaIbHOIO JIOKaJIi30-
BaHICTIO icTOpUYHOI MaM’'sAATi mepeBaKHO B 3axiJ-
HOMy Ta no4actu llenTpanbHoMy perioHax. Taka
JIOKaJ1i30BaHICTb 06MeXye MOTeH1iaJl NO3UTHBHO-
ro BIUIMBY YKpaiHOLLEHTPOBAaHMX CUMBOJIIB Ha Cy-
CIJIBCTBO B L[iJIOMY, HOT'0 MCUXOEMOLIIMHUHN CTaH
i MeHTaNbHe 310poB’sA. OTXKe, iCTOpUYHA MAM'STh
3HAYHOI YaCTUHU CYyCIiJIbCTBA MOTpPebye mpoby/I-
»KeHHH | po3IIMpeHHS.

[lepcneKTHBU NOAANBUINX AOCi/P)KEHb BO6aYaE-
MO y BUSIBJIEHHI TeHeHIIi{ Aaibiioi TpaHcpopma-
1ii npedepeHIii yKpaiHCbKOT0 CyCNiJIbCTBA I110/10
HalliOHAaJIbHUX CUMBOJIIB {K JpaMaTU30BaHOI0
THUIY, PO fIKi WI1JI0CA B CTATTI, TaK i MaTepianizo-
BAaHOrO Ta MEPCOHAJII30BAHOTO THUIIIB i CHiBBiJHe-
CEeHHI OTpUMaHUX JJaHUX i3 JAaHHWMH, 1110 Bifo6pa-
»)Kal0Th CTaH MEHTAJIbHOI'0 3JJ0POB’sl YKpaiHLiB Ta
MoTeHIia/ IXHbOr0 0Cco6UCTiCHOTO (MOCTTpaBMa-
THUYHOTO) 3POCTaHHS.
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